
The Good I Want To Do…. 

St. Paul said it best when he said, “For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it 

out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing”.  No truer words 

have ever been spoken. And with these words of truth, St. Paul shatters one of the greatest myths of our 

time: the myth of Idealism. You see, St. Paul was a Realist, as should be every Christian, and he attacked 

idealism at every turn. He saw this myth for what it truly is― the greatest lie ever told by mankind. It is 

the lie, which every generation tells itself. And worse still, it is the lie, which every generation believes. 

It is the lie that feeds countless other delusions. Wars are waged in the name of it, atrocities are justified 

because of it, and whole nations are corrupted on account of it. But what is this lie of Idealism, you might 

ask, and why is it so dangerous? The poison of Idealism is the belief that the past is of no consequence, 

only the future is important. And this elusive future will be better than either the past or the present can 

ever support. Idealism, at its core, is the belief in human progress and the goodness of human nature.  

That is to say, given enough time and the right set of circumstances we can rid this world of every evil. 

Now on the surface this seems innocent enough, almost praiseworthy. After all, who doesn’t want to be 

optimistic about our future destiny? To believe otherwise seems to imply you are a cynic, a pessimist, a 

bitter, jaded, melancholic. None of us wants to be known like this, so we play along, we go on believing 

the lie that with enough time and the right set of circumstances this world really can become a better place. 

The problem with this though is we have tried it all, and to no avail. Our history is a long saga of one 

failed attempt after another to create an ideal world. Marxism, Socialism, Communism, Imperialism, 

Capitalism, they all have held out the same dream; the dream that by means of scientific, medical and 

technological advancements, right education, stricter laws on wealth distribution, tolerance and fairness 

we can somehow control selfish impulses and create a perfect society. Lock them down. Eradicate them 

or at the very least redirect human corruption towards something more positive.  



In the age of the Enlightenment this elusive dream was called a Utopia, and we are still striving to 

create this Utopia today. But where has this utopian dream gotten us? In truth, we have achieved the goal 

of our forefathers. In many ways the vision of a utopian society has in fact been realized by this great 

nation of ours. People who dreamed of a Utopia would presumably be astonished at a society like ours. 

We are living the dream! How much closer can we get to it? Great education, wealth and privilege, access 

to medical advancements, technological wonders and material comforts. It’s everything they would have 

envisioned and more.  We live comparatively speaking, in a Utopia. But a utopian paradise we are not. 

There is still suffering amongst us, there is still violence and oppression, there is still dissatisfaction, 

restlessness, anxiety, and boredom. Why has the dream failed? For starters, there is a reason they called it 

Utopia. For the word Utopia literally means “no place”. Such a place can never exist. It cannot be created 

for the very reason St. Paul tells us this morning: “the good I want to do, I don’t do it, but the evil I don’t 

want to do that I find myself doing”. And this is not only true of Paul, but of every living person on earth. 

The conscience of every person is conflicted. We are capable of great good, yes, but we are also equally 

full of evil. This is why consciousness is our curse, our greatest misfortune. For we are always conflicted 

between what we know we should do, and what we long to do according to sinful desires. Deep within 

each of us exists these two extremes, and no amount of money or education or advancement can reconcile 

the two. Medical advancements help us live longer, but then we neglect and show disdain for the elderly. 

Technological advancements help make the world a more connected place, but then we use such 

technology like social media to self-aggrandize, to bully, to brag, to sniff out dissenters; we use such 

technology to develop advanced weaponry and new means of warfare.  Wealth brings security, but then 

we get greedy and desire more. Material comforts ensure our children have it better than we did, but then 

those same children become spoiled and entitled. Education elevates our minds, but then it wearies our 

souls.  The creative and the destructive exist side-by-side in conflicted tension. We strive to create and 



move forward, to build and fashion, and yet we are still disposed to destruction and chaos. We set goals. 

We reach those goals. And then immediately dissatisfaction sets in and the destructive impulse comes out. 

The victory is never as sweet, the accomplishment never as satisfying, the goal never as rewarding as we 

had expected or dreamed. We reach the mountaintop only to feel dissatisfied with it. We thought it would 

be one way, and it turns out to be another. Once one problem is solved a new one presents itself. Sin is 

constantly destroying our sense of contentment. And the monotonous rhythm of sin negates the 

satisfaction that is to be found in a job well done.    

The Christian, the last of the Realists, sees all of this naïve optimism at a glance. We see the 

misfortunes of our misguided world, and we are touched by its brokenness. We know that this world is, 

for the most part, hellish and vicious. We know that our minds are full of conflict and will never give us 

rest or peace. Nevertheless, we don’t slip into despondency. We don’t give into a defeatist mindset. We 

are not bitter or hateful or spiteful about the human condition. Instead, we remain deeply interested in 

what it means to be human. Far from being cynics, we are moved by the plight of mankind. We know we 

need only two things to endure, two things to make it in this world: the Bible and empathy. The Bible 

never promises us a perfect utopian world. It instead provides the story of God’s truth concerning the real 

human predicament and the great sacrifice of Christ on account of that predicament. Empathy never holds 

out the promise of eliminating evil. Empathy instead creates solidarity. It provides the tender hand of 

God’s mercy towards all who are caught in the web of sin’s destruction―forgiveness, love, kindness, 

friendship, and understanding towards those who have all but given up hope. These two great resources 

cannot make the world a better place, at least not permanently, but they can ensure the message of its 

redemption and the hope of its restoration resound throughout the ages. Amen.   

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy Mills  


