
The Word of the Lord Endures Forever! 
1 Peter 1:25 

 
This morning I would like to take a look at our Epistle lesson from 1 Peter, 

particularly verse 25: “The Word of the Lord endures forever.” Over the centuries this 

verse has been called into service time and again to demonstrate the unique character of 

God’s Word. For we would all agree there is something quite unique about the Bible; it’s 

unlike any other book of history. It’s a living, breathing Word, a perfomative Word, an 

abiding Word, an ever-present Word. Even within our own Lutheran history this verse 

has had great meaning. It was chosen by the early Reformers to be the slogan of the 

Reformation. It served as the defining battle cry for the early Lutherans as they fought 

against all those who sought to tyrannize and suppress the Word of God. The verse was 

abbreviated with the letters VDMA, which was an acronym adopted from the Latin: 

Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum. The VDMA acronym first appeared in 1522 in the 

court of Martin Luther’s great patron and supporter, Fredrick the Wise. Afterwards, it 

was officially adopted as the defining symbol. In the early stages of the fledgling 

Lutheran movement, it was prominently displayed on uniforms and helmets, banners 

and shields, coins and clocks, foundation stones and church doors. Everywhere you 

looked you saw it: VDMA―the Word of the Lord endures forever! Of all the verses, why 

did our Lutheran forefathers choose this verse to be the defining verse? Seeing how the 

Reformation was all about giving the pure Word of God back to the people the answer is 

obvious. The verse is a testimony to the Church’s greatest treasure hidden in earthly jars 

of clay. Although recorded by human hands, it is Spirit breathed, Spirit guided, Spirit 



inspired. Therefore, though the earth give way, though empires rise and fall, though the 

fleshly grass wither and the seasonal flowers fade and fall, the Word of the Lord remains. 

The ebb and flow of history will not prevail against it. You can’t erase it, evade it, erode 

it or eradicate it. Over the centuries many have tried to do just that very thing. They have 

sequestered it, rejected it, domesticated it, relativized it, but their premediated and 

planned assaults failed for the simple reason that God’s Word is impervious to the fickle 

nature of man. Why? Because our eternal Lord has decreed it to be so. So let’s think about 

this fascinating book, which has shaped the history and destiny of humanity. 

How exactly are we to understand the Bible? Is the Bible simply a great piece of 

literature written over a 1,500 year time span by 39 different human authors, who wrote 

a total of 66 books containing 1,189 chapters, 31,102 verses? Is the Bible simply a moral 

book reflecting one particular cultural approach to living the good life? Is the Bible simply 

a legal book outlining regulations about how best to structure an earthly kingdom? Or is 

it something more? Yes, the Bible is great literature, yes the Bible has an historical and 

legal setting, but it is also something else entirely. This something else entirely is why we 

Christians call the Bible the Word of God. We do not discount the historical situation of 

the Bible, but we also put forth there is something else in, with, and under the simple 

words of the text that has universal appeal. We call the Bible the Word of God or more 

precisely the Living Word of God because it not only speaks to our past, but it also has 

something to say to us about our present and our future. The Word of God is the living 

voice of God speaking directly to us in our space and time. God has something to say to 

every age, every generation, every person and the Bible provides the means by which 



God enters into a personal dialogue with His creation.  God has preserved His Word for 

centuries, so that we, His people, might know the truth about ourselves, our world and 

about our God right here and right now. It is a popular pursuit these days to make the 

Bible into some type of psychological exploration asking what does a particular verse or 

chapter of the Bible mean to you. But the better question to ask is not: “What does the 

Bible mean?”, but “What does the Bible do?”  What the Bible does is a much more 

profound and interesting topic.  

By way of example, consider our Gospel lesson. The two travelers on the Road to 

Emmaus thought only about what the story of Christ meant to them. Christ was a good 

topic for discussion. And while they thought of Christ in this way they were unable to 

recognize Him as the third traveler on the road with them. The Bible doesn’t simply 

recount God’s story. It’s not history recorded, but history enacted. God shapes history- 

bends it to His will, moves it according to His power, conforms it according to His eternal 

design. So to return to our story. When did the wary travelers recognize Christ? Not when 

they were talking about Him on the road, but when Christ spoke to them about how all 

of Scripture was fulfilled in Him. They recognized Him as the Christ, the Son of God, 

when He enacted His gifts upon them. In the breaking of the bread. Their words were 

idle. His Word was powerful. As long as we approach the Bible as a book to be dissected 

by human minds subjecting it to the scrutiny of our own psychological predilections then 

we too will not recognize Christ in our midst. For Christ does not desire to be known in 

this way. God does not desire to debate us with flowery rhetoric or dazzle us with 

elaborate proofs, Instead, His speech is plain and direct. The Word of God works gently 



and slowly, imparting faith to the hearers- for faith comes by hearing. And when faith 

takes root in the heart it brings about a change in us. God’s Word answers a deep seated 

question within all of us that we didn’t even know existed. It answers the universal 

human need to know who we are and why anything in this life really matters at all. We 

come to know our purpose for existence by knowing the God who caused our existence. 

And when Christ speaks to us directly in this way we are inspired to listen. To be still. To 

know our place. To know that He is God. Amen.  

In Christ, 

Rev. Jeremy H. Mills, Pastor 

 

 

 

  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sola Scriptura. Sola Fide. SOLI DEO GLORIA Sola Gratia. Solus Christus. 


