
Get Behind Me, Satan!  

Satan, Satanic, Satanism. These words conjure up scary images of black magic, dark hooded 

figures, demonic rituals and bestial creatures of the night. Hollywood has made a small fortune on 

depicting gruesome scenes of demon possession and exorcisms. So much so that when we hear the 

ominous name Satan we immediately suspect foul play, we think of mysterious forces of evil being afoot.  

What I am almost certain never comes to our mind at the name of Satan, though, is the disciple Peter or 

our friendly next door neighbor or our own reflection in the looking glass. After all, Satan lurks way off 

in the distance, he is hidden in the obscure, lurking in the shadows. He is out there somewhere while we 

are safely in here. But our false sense of security is shattered when we hear passages like the one from our 

Gospel reading this evening/morning. After Jesus described in detail his impending death, Peter said what 

any friend would say to such a morbid prediction: “No, this isn’t going to happen to you. I won’t let it” It 

was only natural for Peter to defend his friend and mentor. It was only natural for Peter to offer consolation 

and promise a more optimistic outcome. What’s wrong with that? What’s wrong with being hopeful? But 

before Peter’s words even had a chance to settle upon the airwaves, Jesus turned and said to him, “Get 

behind me, Satan!” I’m sure Peter turned his head, as well, as if to gesture, “Where? Where do you see 

this Satan?” It probably took a minute or so for it to register that Jesus was speaking to him directly. Satan 

wasn’t nearby, he was right there. Peter was Satan. Now, we could read this is as a comparison statement 

like Peter was acting like Satan in that moment and so Jesus called him out for it. But the text doesn’t 

suggest only a Satanic influence in Peter, but rather Peter as the very presence of Satan. What are we to 

make of this?  

Before we can begin to understand, we need to think about the word ‘satan’. Part of our confusion 

over this passage is that we are used to thinking about Satan as an individual, a singular presence. In fact, 

if you look at the Bible passage on the back of your bulletin you will notice that Satan is capitalized 



suggesting that it is a proper noun. This is our first mistake. We are left then to conclude that for a brief 

moment Peter must have been possessed by Satan; that the devil somehow took up residence in Peter and 

caused him to say what he said. But if that is the case can Satan enter and exit us just as quickly? Are we 

all vulnerable to momentary demonic possessions, which come and go without our consent or knowledge? 

This of course is ludicrous, but such a conclusion is supported by interpreting the passage this way. In 

order to understand the word, ‘satan’ we have to reach back to the Old Testament from whence it is 

derived. Within the Hebrew Bible, the term is found in ten instances. Six of these uses were not to describe 

a divine figure, but a mere human being. In fact, David, who is described as a man after God’s own heart, 

is also called ‘satan’ in the book of 1 Samuel. The reason for this is because the word ‘satan’ simply means 

accuser or adversary. Now, to be clear, Satan is a particular name for a fallen angel. There is a Devil, who 

is described in the book of Job and elsewhere, and who Jesus sees as a real adversary of mankind. But 

there are many other ‘satans’ in this world who are adversarial towards God. And what does it mean to be 

adversarial towards God? We have an example of it this morning. Peter was adversarial towards God as 

he sought to run interference between Christ and the cross. Anytime we insinuate ourselves between God 

and His mission, anytime we try to alter, change, pacify or modify God’s Word by applying our own 

human standards of fairness, goodness, justice, or love then we too are satanic. Truth be told we share 

great affinity with Peter. We have revolution running through our blood. We think the way to have peace 

is by preparing for war; the way to bring about change is by force.  But this makes us satanic adversaries 

of God. God calls for peace not wrath, forgiveness not vengeance, and tells us not to be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good. 

Jesus’ response to Peter is telling: “Get behind Me, Satan!”  In this short phrase much is revealed. 

Now, we could understand this phrase as Jesus saying, “Get out of My sight” or “Get away from Me”, but 

I think this misses the point. The directional marker is important- Get behind Me. Jesus directs Peter to 



move to a position somewhere behind Him. This fits perfectly with what Jesus says a little later in our 

Gospel text when He instructs His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow Me”.  The way of satan is going on ahead, being out in front, attempting 

to lead God by making him conform to our way of thinking. The way of discipleship is to follow behind. 

And the only way we are ever going to be okay with being followers rather than leaders is by self-denial. 

We must deny our instincts to wear the crown and we must accept the cross. As long as we try to think 

for Christ we will always be little devils. As long as we try to improve upon Christ’s Word by making it 

easier to understand or reducing the cost of discipleship to cheap grace then we will be modern day satans, 

flesh and blood adversaries of God. “Get behind Me, Satan!” In a paradoxical way, the condemnation of 

Christ becomes a call of faith for we are all enemies of God until Christ claims us as His own; we are all 

adversaries of God until we find refuge in the shadow of His stature. And this call of faith is a call of 

repentance―by faith we repent of our satanic need to defend God, by faith we abandon our satanic desire 

to control and manipulate, by faith we submit and follow Christ wherever He may lead us. And if it is to 

suffering and the cross we are led then so be it. For under the burden of our own cross we are reminded 

of another cross, a more glorious cross, a life-giving cross, where our loving Lord hung derelict and lost 

His very life so that we might find ours hidden deeply in the wounds of Christ. Amen.        

In Christ,  

Pastor Mills   

 

    

 

   


