
Our text this morning centers on forgiveness. Forgiveness? It is a word we use so often that I am afraid it 

has become rather meaningless. And this is a shame seeing how much emphasis we put on this concept in the 

Christian Church. For if we had to characterize our worship service with one word I think it would be the word 

forgiveness.  The whole worship service from beginning to end is so arranged so that you the worshipper leave 

with the knowledge and certainty of God’s forgiveness. Every aspect of our service bespeaks this forgiven reality. 

So, the question I have for you today is this: Is there a difference between the forgiveness I receive, let’s say, in 

my Baptism, and the forgiveness I receive at the Lord’s Supper? Or is forgiveness the same in every context? The 

word forgiveness has become so commonplace that I think even as Lutherans we are quick to answer: there is no 

difference. Forgiveness is forgiveness is forgiveness, no matter the context. And we would be wrong in answering 

this way.  Forgiveness is not a one dimensional concept. If this were so the Divine Service would be redundant, 

saying over and over again the same thing: you know you are forgiven, right, did I mention you are forgiven, and 

oh by the way you are forgiven. This thought process cheapens God’s forgiveness and places us in danger of 

thinking too lightly about it.  We are of the protestant persuasion, and as such have adopted some very bad habits 

from our fellow protestant Christians. One of those bad habits is our view on forgiveness as being something stale 

and flat, as a one size fits all gift.  Forgiveness is not flat, but multidimensional and there are ever deepening 

levels to forgiveness that must be experienced if we are to enjoy the full bounty of God’s greatest gift to mankind.  

We are guilty of only scratching the surface of forgiveness when we fall trap to describing forgiveness as 

mere acceptance. I forgive you, which really means I accept you for who you are. Forgiveness understood this 

way means overlooking somebody’s sins or turning the other way when sin is occurring. Is this how God 

understands forgiveness? Is God’s forgiveness really nothing more than a pat on the head as if to say: its ok, I 

don’t mind, I forgive you?  Why come to worship then? If the worship service is only a weekly reassurance from 

God that He accepts us for who we are, then what’s the point!? God loves me just as I am. No wonder people get 

tired of going to church. This message is redundant and we hear this repetitive garbage every day. The world is 

self-affirming, do I really need the Church to do the same?  Forgiveness is more than a blanket amnesty that 

allows us to continue in the same way as before. Forgiveness, at least in the mind of God, is transformative. God 

does not call us before His throne each Sunday so that He can affirm us, but rather so He can kill in order to make 



alive. Forgiveness first and foremost is a death- a death in Christ. We might come to God just as we are, but He 

does not leave us that way. He transforms us into something new. Just as I am…until God gets a hold of me. The 

forgiveness of Baptism drowns us. God kills us to make us alive. He drowns us in the forgiveness of Baptism in 

order to raise up something new. God does not just change a few things about us. A turn here, a tweak there will 

not do. No, He breaks us apart so that He might start all over again. God does not want us to be who we are, but 

rather who He has made us to be. Every Sunday we are reminded of this fact- that we are not worthy to be in 

God’s presence, and only by the power of God’s forgiveness are we made worthy.  

This is the forgiveness of Baptism, but what about the forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper…is it the same? 

In a word, no. The forgiveness we receive in the Lord’s Supper is entirely unique, otherwise there would be no 

point to it. We might use the same word forgiveness in both contexts, but we mean something different by the 

word. The forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper is not so much a death, but a seal whereby God holds us in His grace. 

Baptism kills to make alive. But we need something more to stay alive, lest we slip back into death.  

Baptism is not an inoculation against sin, but an initiation into the kingdom of God. Once in God’s presence, the 

Lord’s Supper imparts forgiveness by feeding us so that we never die again. As food is to the mortal body, so the 

Lord’s Supper is to the eternal soul. The Lord’s Supper sustains our forgiven life in Christ. Without it, we would 

starve eternally. This immortal food feeds our immortal souls and gives us the stamina to live as forgiven children 

of God in a broken and sinful world. 

We are forgiven, and this is a treasure above all others. It should be cherished and proclaimed often. But 

we must proclaim this forgiveness rightly. Not as blind acceptance of sins,  nor as a flat shallow concept, but as 

a radical break with our sinful reality, a death-to-life transformation in Christ Jesus; where we die to the self in 

order to be raised anew to live eternally in God’s perfect image. Forgiveness is not so much a removal of 

something as an addition of something. Through forgiveness God adds something to my deficient character. 

Therefore forgiveness is not to be understood as something God needs in order for us to be accepted by Him, 

but what we need in order for us to be truly human. When we forgive others we are not necessarily doing them 

the favor as much as we are doing ourselves a great service. Forgiveness literally means “to give up something 

completely”. Now this is interesting seeing how we usually think of forgiveness as something we do not as 



something we give up. For example, when I say “I forgive you” it is implied that I am doing something for you 

by excusing your mistake; that is to say, it doesn’t really matter how I feel about the said mistake it just means 

that I am agreeing to move past it. But the root word definition of forgiveness means something else. So when I 

say, “I forgive you” what I mean is I am giving up something completely on my part. This reflexive aspect to 

the word is not usually understood by English speakers. Forgiveness is a letting go, it releases us from the 

hatred and bitterness that clings to our hearts over being wronged or treated unjustly. Forgiveness is a liberation 

to be human again for if this hatred and bitterness is allowed to fester within us we become a shell of ourselves, 

consumed by those very sins once committed against us. To be human is to live at peace with God, to live at 

peace with others, but above all to live at peace with ourselves. When I forgive, I release my pain to the Lord 

and He restores a right spirit within me. Only then is my mind cleared enough to be set on things above. Only 

then can I truly be free from the pain and hurt and anger of this life.  This doesn’t happen overnight hence why 

we need the diversity of forgiveness, hence why we need the various means of grace- Baptism, Confession and 

Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper, which day-by-day, work forgiveness continuously upon us.  Amen.         


