
Equality  

This morning I would like to take up Paul’s words to the Corinthians, especially as they pertain to 

the concept of equality. I suppose a word of caution is in order before we begin. Equality is a very sensitive 

topic in our time with confusion abounding on all sides. The topic itself has the potential to offend on 

many levels. Despite this danger, though, we can’t remain silent. Yes, to speak runs the risk of offense, 

but not to speak is far worse. So we must not shy away from God’s Word for God indeed has something 

to say about our current cultural crisis. But what He has to say is something quite foreign to what we are 

used to hearing. For when it comes to equality, God and mankind have two very different definitions in 

mind. Too often, though, select verses and concepts from Scripture are hijacked and co-opted into 

idolatrous service to serve a larger political agenda. This we must avoid at all costs and strive to let God’s 

Word have the final word for us.  

When we take up the topic of equality, we can do no better than to consider the words of our own 

national declaration: “We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal.” It would not 

be a stretch for us as Americans to say that we have always held the concept of equality in high regard. 

We might even go so far as to say that it is the American virtue holding a sovereign place within our 

national collective conscience.  But as I pondered these words from Thomas Jefferson this past week, I 

began to wonder if he was right. For to Jefferson, the idea of equality is a self-justifying idea. Equality 

functions as a self-evident principle perceptible within the very order of nature itself. Therefore, the pursuit 

of equality within our society is only natural; it grows organically out of just being human. Jefferson’s 

idea is a good goal, a worthy goal even, but not a self-evident truth. For any thought devoted to equality 

will produce the opposite conclusion. Equality is not self-evident; far from it. Rather, what is self-evident 

is better summed up by another Thomas, Thomas Hobbes, who once said that nature is: “war of all against 

all”. Mankind is by nature selfish, biased and self-interested. This makes us very unequal, which accounts 



for why we humans take advantage of each other so often. History is one long story of exploitation. We 

like to think of ourselves as being open-minded and altruistic, but when push comes to shove this is only 

a fantasy; an “appeal to the better angels of our nature” (Lincoln). What is certain for us as sinful humans 

is to act according to what’s best for us and our little circle of family, friends and acquaintances. For this 

reason, there are no purely generous human acts in this life for every human act of generosity can be traced 

back finally to a selfish motive. If that offends you…good. You should be offended by this truth. I know 

that I am. But we must proceed down this sobering path; we must live with the full brunt of this truth if 

we are ever going to hear the Gospel message as anything more than window dressing. For the whole truth 

of the matter is this, there are no purely generous acts in this life― none, that is, except one: the incarnation 

of Christ. In the whole history of sinful humanity there has been only one purely selfless act and that is 

the self-giving of God in the life and death of Christ our Lord. Only Christ can claim to have acted 

according to the sovereign virtue of equality for only Christ gave His life equally for the life of all. On the 

cross, Christ selflessly gave Himself over to man’s flighty notions of goodness and fairness. And He did 

this without any concern for Himself. After all, our redemption did not benefit God in any way. He got 

nothing out of the transaction. Besides, what could we possibly give God that He does not already have?    

For this reason, when Paul speaks of equality He has Christ in mind. We must hear in his words 

not a call to some noble virtue whereby everything and everyone is raised to an equal playing field with 

equal opportunity and equal access to resources. No, that is not equality according to Paul.  If Christ is the 

model for equality then we must expect something different― not a raising, but a descent; not a universal 

elevation, but a universal humility. Service not status is at the heart of the Gospel message.  More and 

more, I am convinced that equality is not a common virtue held by all, but a Christian virtue that flows 

from God’s Spirit. Equality is not self-evident, but rather must be revealed by God. Secular humanism is 

one of the greatest lies of history. A call to be kind or to be nice or to be fair or to be tolerant sounds 



idyllic, but really, they’re just words without meaning. To each of these proposals, we can’t help but ask: 

“What’s in it for me if I do these things?” These empty slogans are not grounded in anything. Without a 

foundation upon which to anchor these towering ideas, they collapse under their own weight. That is why 

in our time, equality has become a legally enforceable principle. But such a turn towards legal recourse 

serves only to make my point that equality is not self-evident at all.  

True equality flows from the Gospel not the Law; not from the order of nature, but instead from a 

nature that has transcended nature. In Christ, we are what we are not. Our natures are recreated, renewed, 

and redirected towards something greater than our own self-preservation.  Such an equality looks very 

different from the worldly conception of the term; that’s because it’s not a standing-demanding equality, 

but a kneeling-praying equality. By faith, we recognize in our neighbor not a rival, but ourselves. At the 

deepest level of reality, we are more than our brother’s keeper―we are our brother. We are our neighbor. 

We are our enemy. We are all exactly the same. Life lives on life, yes, but all life is one. As such, we are 

all beggars before God in that nothing belongs to us not even our lives; that everything we have is given 

to us by grace. In Christ, we have an equal share in all things. Apart from Him, we own nothing. We have 

nothing. We are nothing. That makes us equal. Amen.   

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H Mills  

 

   


