
 

In or Out  

Over the years I have heard quite a few sermons on our Gospel this morning, but I am 

usually disappointed with the direction they take. Most sermons I have heard on this text go 

something like this: First, Peter is to be praised for getting out of the boat and taking a risk. The 

problem is not with his intention, mind you, but with his method because he begins to sink only 

after he takes his eyes off Jesus.  Application of the text to our lives today:  Get out of the boat, 

take a risk, nothing ventured nothing gained, dare to put your faith in action, but remember don’t 

take your eyes off Christ lest you sink into oblivion.  This seems like the obvious interpretation, 

but I would argue that it is nearsighted. It misses the point altogether.  But if the lesson is not ‘God 

helps those who help themselves’ what is the lesson? What are we to make of Peter’s request to 

walk on water? If he is not to be praised for his courage then how are we to respond to Peter’s 

challenge: “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”  

For starters, Peter’s brashness is not to be commended or imitated. We should not look 

upon Peter as an example of how we are to be and act in God’s presence.  In fact, just the opposite 

is true.  By calling upon Jesus to prove His identity, Peter joined a notorious group. Satan 

demanded proof. The Pharisees demanded proof. Pontius Pilate demanded proof. The scoffers at 

the cross on Calvary demanded proof.  Skeptics always demand proofs.  If you are the Christ…then 

do something that proves your claim.  Lord, show me that you are real by doing what I ask of you. 

That’s what Peter wanted: a sign, a proof, a magic genie to grant him his wish. Like Thomas, who 

needed to put his hands in Jesus’ wounds before he could believe, Peter needed to walk on water 

to verify Jesus’ claim of divinity.  His faith was weak and so he needed proof.  But proofs will 

never be enough to ease our troubled minds for there will always be room for doubt even in the 

face of such proofs. We will always be able to rationalize away the idea of God’s existence. God 



is easily disproved by a mind which has been turned inwards upon itself. For every argument made 

for God can be matched by ten good arguments made against Him. This is the cold, hard truth of 

reason―nothing really satisfies it. To those who do demand proofs, Jesus says, “Get behind me 

Satan”. Faith is not born from proofs or signs, but rather born of Christ.  “Faith is the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. Christ had given the disciples all they needed 

for true, genuine and lasting faith. He had given them His Word. He had given them Himself. For 

what is faith after all, but God’s work in us; in faith itself Christ is present to us.  

And so, it’s the other disciples that we should be commending and imitating this morning; 

the silent ones, who did not put God to the test, but waited patiently in the boat. It is they, and not 

Peter, who show us our proper and only response before God. For when Jesus gets into the boat, 

they don’t just marvel at Him because the winds and waves obey Him, they worship Him. This is 

the first time in the Gospel of Matthew where they do this.  The next time Matthew mentions the 

disciples worshiping Jesus is after His miraculous resurrection. It’s not the walking on water that 

prompts the disciples to worship Jesus as the Son of God.  Rather, it’s His voice.  They hear their 

Savior calling to them, searching for them in the darkness. His presence is mistaken for a ghost, 

but His voice is unmistakable. It provides all the assurance they need to believe they are in the 

company of God Himself. For faith comes by hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ. 

They hear Christ and believe, and by believing have life in His name. They hear Christ and are 

silent for what else needs to be said. They hear Christ and are calm, trusting that He is the Lord. 

Like the sea, their souls are still in the presence of the One who was there in the beginning laying 

the foundation of the earth and saying to the water and the waves this far you shall come and no 

farther. Like the sea when it is calm reflects the heavens above like a mirror, so in their stillness 

the disciples reflect the heavenly realm in their person.  Of course, if there is even the slightest 



disturbance or ripple on the face of the water the reflection is distorted. So, God calls us to be still 

so that His image might spread out before us.  

It’s no wonder then that the boat was one of the earliest symbols depicting the Church. This 

story suggests why that symbol was so attractive to early Christians. Christ might have tamed the 

seas and walked on the waters, but He ended up in the boat. It is in the boat where safety and 

salvation are to be found.  In this boat we call the Church we worship Christ as God and Lord.  It 

was only after he put Jesus to the test that Peter recognized his sin and cries out for Jesus to save 

Him. Once he joins the others in safety, he doesn’t admire his hand and say, "I sure had a good 

grip on you, Lord, didn't I?" And he doesn’t boast about his little walk with the Lord on the water, 

either. He, along with the rest of the disciples, do the only thing that's left to do when Jesus has 

done it all―they worship and confess Him: “Truly, you are the Son of God”. That's a picture of 

you and me here this morning.  We are huddled together in a little congregation adrift on the high 

stormy seas of a shifting culture, but we couldn't be safer. Jesus is with us. So, dear brothers and 

sisters in Christ, what’s the takeaway this morning? Stay in the boat! 

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H. Mills  


