
Remember the Future  

This morning we celebrate not one, but two Baptisms.  As a congregation, then, we get to share in 

the blessings Baptism offers. We get to witness firsthand God bestow His grace, work His forgiveness, 

and expand His Kingdom through the washing of rebirth and renewal.  But is that all we are, witnesses? 

As joyful as this day is for the two who are being baptized, what, if anything, are we to take from their 

special day? Are we only spectators this morning, sitting on the outside watching from the sidelines? Or 

can we say there is something deeper at work here for all of us? I think as Lutherans we are accustomed 

to answering questions like these with, “Well, we are supposed to remember our own Baptisms every time 

we witness a Baptism”. And this is absolutely the correct answer, but not, I would argue, in the way we 

might be tempted to think. Remembrance to God and our remembrance are not the same. After all, from 

a human perspective, remembrance of anything is not the same as actually doing it. My memories are a 

part of me, yes, but there is still separation, still a distance between the “me” of today and the “me” of 

yesterday. I remember my past from a spectator’s point-of-view. When we recall the events of our life, 

we think thoughts like: “What was I doing back then?” or “What was I thinking?” or “How could I have 

been so blind, so naive, so young, so foolish?”. We think in terms of a disconnect. It’s as if our current 

self sits in judgment of our former self. Our memories are a storehouse of pain and humor, good times and 

bad, but they represent to us only what has been not what will be. They are a part of our past, but not our 

future. So, the call to remember our Baptisms seems to be nothing more than a nostalgic call to relive 

some bygone moment, which can never be again. 

Consider with me another example. Every Sunday I hold before you the bread and wine of the 

Lord’s Supper, and say the words of Christ, “Take eat…take drink…this is My body and My blood….do 

this in remembrance of me”. Here again, we encounter the concept of remembrance. In line with our 

human way of remembering, most churches believe this remembrance to be nothing more than a memorial. 



Christ did something a long time ago, so we must honor His memory, honor His sacrifice by reenacting 

the past in some symbolical way. The Lord’s Supper is not real or present to us in any immediate sense, 

it simply represents what has been, but will never be again. 

In order to remember our Baptisms correctly or remember Christ in the Lord’s Supper, we must 

dispense with all worldly thinking on the matter and push our minds to think differently.  Remembrance, 

in the mind of God, is not a simple recollection. It can’t be seeing how God Himself is eternal; He exists 

in the eternal present, the abiding present moment. Past and future do not apply to God. They apply to us, 

but not to Him. We live according to a linear motion with one thing happening after another, but not God. 

There is no chronology to God stretching from the beginning of time to the end. God, in one eternal glance, 

sees the whole order of time before Him. Therefore, an invitation from God to remember is an invitation 

to remember as He remembers. That’s our first lesson. Our second lesson is this: remembrance is a 

movement towards truth. Whereas when we recall something, we are basically static and passive, looking 

backward to some past event, surveying from a distance something that has been accomplished, in 

remembrance, though, we are active, animated and dynamic; it’s not a looking backward as much as it is 

a moving forward towards some new reality. As paradoxical as this might sound, recollection belongs to 

the past, but remembrance belongs to the future.  When God remembers something, He brings the past 

into the present and repeats it again into the future.  Therefore, the call to remember our Baptisms is a call 

to remember the future, to enter into the act of Baptism once again….and again and again each day. We 

are baptized only once in time and space, but when we remember our Baptisms, we enter into the eternal 

present of God’s being where our Baptisms are happening at this very moment. We don’t recall our 

Baptisms; we remember them, and in our remembering we are being baptized into Christ in a pattern of 

eternal recurrence. We are enjoying the fullness of His grace and mercy right now. We are being clothed 

with Christ’s righteousness right now; sin is forgotten, and newness and life are remembered. Forgiveness 



flows like the waters of an eternal spring. Christ stands at the font and we are there with Him. We receive 

His gifts in the never-ending movement of actuality. This is the power of God’s forgiveness—to repeat 

itself, to renew itself, to project itself forward, to actualize itself in our lives. In this way, remembrance of 

our Baptisms signals a new birth, a new beginning, grounding the possibility of all things becoming new 

in Christ.     

We are finite creatures bound by the limitations of history. We will never fully grasp this concept 

of Divine remembrance. But this is the joy of mystery. This is why we call Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

Sacraments, which is a word that means ‘mystery’. Let us live with these mysteries. Let us be content with 

them, knowing that our Baptisms are real and powerful if for no other reason than God says so. After all, 

we are told in Scripture, “Baptism now saves you”. Notice the present tense of the verb. Our Baptisms 

didn’t just save us a long time ago, but are saving us right now, and will save us ever anew again. For in 

what appears to be a verb tense confusion, the mystery of God is revealed. The fullness of time is found 

in the instant of eternity, and the instant of eternity encompasses our past, our present, and our future. 

Amen.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H Mills  

 

    

 

 


