
There is an ancient story about King Midas, who wanted to know what was the best and most desirable of 

all things for mankind. So, he sought out Silenus, the wisest in all the land, to answer his deep question. 

Begrudgingly, and after much persuading, Silenus finally answered King Midas’ question by saying, “What is 

best is utterly beyond your reach: Not to be born, not to be, to be nothing. But the second best for you is—to die 

soon”.  The advice given to King Midas sounds a lot like the advice given to Job by his wife and friends. The 

long and the short of their advice was spoken by Job’s wife: “Curse God and die!” To understand this morbid 

imperative, we need to back up and consider the many misfortunes that befell Job. By all accounts, Job was 

considered a good and just man. But far from being rewarded for his good reputation, He became the target of 

Satan’s attack. Framed as almost a contest between God and the Devil, God allowed Satan to test Job in order to 

prove the sincerity of Job’s faith. Consequently, Satan took everything Job held dear- his vitality, his progeny, 

his property. Job’s life went from really good to really bad almost overnight. In the course of one day, his 

livestock, his servants, and his ten children all died from various catastrophes and calamities.  And if that were 

not enough, Job was afflicted with horrible skin sores.    

Considering the horrors of Job’s existence, the advice given to him seems pretty sound: “Curse God and 

die”. And why not? God had turned His back on Job, so why not turn his back on God. The general consensus of 

his wife and company seems reasonable enough. But Job doesn’t do that. He might have cursed the day he was 

born, but He never cursed God. He might have scorned the world, but He never scorned God. Despite everything, 

Job persevered in His belief in loving God. So great was his example that the Epistle of James mentions him by 

name as the very image of perseverance.  How did Job do it? How did he remain faithful to God against such 

odds? Let’s not rush too quickly to the end of the book for an answer to this question for that would be way too 

easy. For if we were to jump to the end, we would discover Job receives back his health, new children, twice as 

much property and a long life. But like I said, that’s too easy. For in the moment of agony, Job didn’t know how 

it would end. In the moment of suffering there was no awareness of the twice-blessed life which awaited him. He 

suffered alone without the support of family and friends, without the support of material blessings, without the 

support of health and wellbeing, and without any consolation of future good tidings to come. Any reasonable 

person would have buckled under the scourges of God, especially seeing how they were doled out in such a 



concentrated form. But not Job. But lest we praise him for all the wrong reasons, as some type of plastic hero, let 

us remember that Job was not some flat and static character accepting his fate in the face of incomprehensible 

adversity. No, Job is round and dynamic, he is full of sarcastic wit and bitterness about his lot. This makes him 

real. For no one can accept such suffering without question or complaint. Job is not to be confused with some 

saintly figure who at every turn prays to God, “thank you for this opportunity to suffer, O Lord.” No, he rails 

against it. Begs for relief. Questions his existence. Questions God’s goodness. His response to suffering is exactly 

what we would expect to find.  

And this I believe is the whole reason the book of Job is included in the Bible. For when we think of Job 

as an example of perseverance, we might be tempted to think that perseverance here means that even we are in 

agony we should press on, keep our mouths shut, not ask questions, and suffer in silence. But that is exactly what 

is not being said in the book of Job. In fact, the whole book could be read as an invective against such passive 

resignation. One of the most important verses in the book of Job, in my opinion, is when God says to Job’s friends: 

“For you have not spoken of Me what is right, as my servant Job has.” The friends of Job were trying to speak in 

the place of God, invoking human arguments for why God allows bad things to happen to good people. They 

were trying to lay claim to a God proficiency and offer conclusive reasons for God’s actions. In short, they tried 

to speak for God, and as God. They were wrong. Job did not speak for God, but he did speak to God. Job is 

commended for this—his protesting, his questioning, and then his repenting when he allowed his thoughts to run 

away from him were all directed to God. Job suffered unjustly, questioned continually, and protested throughout. 

This is biblical perseverance.  God doesn’t expect us to have it all figured out. He doesn’t expect us to accept His 

will easily and without protest. Nor does He want us to fill in the blanks for Him and try to defend Him. What He 

does desire, though, is a relationship with us. He desires dialogue, and if Job is any indicator of what that looks 

like, a little pushback is a necessary ingredient. Job was right to question God, who seems to visit evil upon those 

who act morally and justly. And we are right to do the same. We will never know the mind of God, but that 

shouldn’t keep us from engaging God; only as we probe, knock, seek, and strive can we be said to persevere in 

faith. For true faith is always seeking understanding. Much learning does not teach the understanding we seek. 

True understanding is found in the hard knocks of life—the trials, the tribulations. Like it or not, suffering 



becomes the purveyor of God’s truth and the great emancipator of the Spirit from all fleshly temptations. Job had 

it right the all along for we can live with suffering, but what we cannot live with is meaningless suffering—

suffering for no reason at all. The book of Job assures us that there is no such thing. Amen.                            


