
The Story of Joseph 

The classic tale of Joseph in the book of Genesis has captured the imagination of countless 

generations. It has been adapted multiple times for the stage and the big screen. It’s also delightful piece 

of world literature; a universal coming-of-age story focusing on the psychological, moral, and spiritual 

growth of Joseph. The story charts Joseph’s meteoric rise from a lowly shepherd to one of the most 

powerful rulers in Egypt, second only to Pharaoh himself.  His journey to success is full of twists and 

turns, setbacks and failures, each of which challenge Joseph to think differently about himself and his 

relationship to God. So, what are we to make of the beloved story of Joseph?  

When we first meet Joseph, he is 17 years old and the obvious favorite of his father, Jacob. He is 

conceited and proud. A young know-it-all, who takes full advantage of his father’s favoritism. In short, 

he is a real nuisance always running to his father to tattletale on his brothers, strutting around in his fine 

coat of many colors, and dreaming dreams about his siblings bending their knee before him. Who can 

tolerate him at this age? Certainly not his brothers. They plot against him. “Pride goeth before a fall”, and 

the prideful Joseph falls hard—down to the bottom of a well, down to Egypt as a slave. Joseph is betrayed 

unto death by those closest to him. They meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.  

Years go by. Joseph is now 25 years old, and his life seems to be looking up. Despite the attempted 

murder and the whole left for dead scene, Joseph has made the best of a bad situation. He still has his 

youth, his looks, and is currently a loyal servant to a rather prosperous officer of Pharoah. In fact, he has 

recently been named overseer of Potiphar’s entire household. He’s not nearly as arrogant as he used to be. 

Life has humbled him. He is daily learning to trust God more and more. Now when he prospers in life, He 

is quick to give God the praise. But once again, his faith is tested. For Potiphar’s wife has her eye on him, 

and she is no shrinking violet. Not used to being told No, she is outraged when her advances are refused. 

Hell has no fury like a woman scorned. She retaliates and falsely accuses Joseph of taking advantage of 



her innocence. Yet another betrayal. This is the second time in Joseph’s short life that he has been betrayed 

unto death by someone close to him. They meant it for evil, but God meant it for good. 

Time marches on. Joseph is 30 years old now, and he is wasting away in a prison cell for a crime 

he didn’t commit. His youth is slipping away from him, but not his faith. His faith is strong, it has been 

forged in the fires of adversity. God has a plan; he believes that! And so, he waits. He waits patiently on 

the Lord even as he languishes. And the Lord provides! For Joseph soon discovers his cellmates are none 

other than Pharaoh’s two chief officers. A serendipitous turn of events, to say the least. Drawing on divine 

inspiration, he rightly interprets their dreams, managing to save one of their lives. But is he rewarded for 

this? Not at all. He is forgotten. Again, he is betrayed unto death. This is the third time. They meant it for 

evil, but God meant it for good. 

At 56 years old, Joseph is no longer a young man. He has been hardened by years of service in the 

Pharaoh’s court. How did he get here? Well, many years back, he managed to escape prison by interpreting 

one of Pharoah’s dreams. But instead of forgetting him, the Pharoah elevated him to a position of authority. 

He has been a trusted advisor ever since. He has seen Egypt through years of plenty, as well as years of 

famine. Through it all, Joseph has remained faithful to God. The years have afforded him perspective to 

see God’s mighty hand moving all things for the good of those who love Him. Now, it is Joseph’s brothers 

turn to grovel and beg. For they have not fared quite so well during the famine. How long do you think 

Joseph dreamt of revenge? Revenge is a dish best served up cold, and Joseph has had years to think about 

what he would do to his hateful brothers if given the chance. Now, after all this time, his chance has come. 

Here they are, standing before him, begging for mercy, and Joseph has it in his power to refuse them, to 

let them starve. He can do it with a clear conscience too, for he really wouldn’t be doing anything to them 

if he didn’t do anything for them. They deserve to suffer. They meant it for evil, but God meant it for 

good.  



Can life be summed up in a moment? I believe it can. All of Joseph’s life was but a prelude for 

this great moment of decision: choose evil or goodness? Joseph chooses the better portion. He forgives 

his brothers. Joseph’s life story is one long saga of redemption—his and his brothers. But what we learn 

from this lesson in redemption is that Joseph’s story is not his story, after all. It’s God’s story.  

To err is human, to forgive is Divine. And what God did small and personal through Joseph, He does 

grand and universal in Christ. For Joseph was but a prelude to Christ Himself, who was also betrayed unto 

death three times by those closest to Him. But the prison of hatred and death could not hold Him, and 

being exalted to God’s right hand, He is now in a position of infinite authority. There will come a day 

when we too shall stand before our Joseph, half-starved by the famine of our own sinful lives.  

On that fateful day, Christ could have his vengeance. It would only be fair. We deserve to suffer. But this 

is not our Savior’s heart. This is not our Lord’s way. For God is not like us. He forgives the unforgivable, 

loves the unlovable, saves the unsavable. Redemption is our Lord’s desire: for Joseph, for his brothers, 

for us. For we meant it for evil, but God is good. Amen.         

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H Mills     

 

  


