
The Living Word 

 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 

division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 

Him to whom we must give account. ⁓Hebrews 4:12-13 

 

The Protestant Church, as a whole, is in a state of crisis. Of this, there can be no doubt. But what is 

doubtful, is the root cause of this crisis. Yes, our society is increasingly becoming more and more 

humanistic, atheistic, and naturalistic. This is unsettling, of course, but it’s really nothing new. The history 

of mankind is but one long repetition of choosing itself over and against God.  It’s not the society that is 

to blame for our current woes inside the Church, but the very Church itself. Motivated by the fear of 

becoming obsolete, the Church seems to be making frenzied efforts at mimicry in order not to be forgotten; 

a defensive reaction, no doubt, but still self-destructive.  In the hope of saving itself, the Church has begun 

to assume the colors of its environment, but the result is it loses its unique identity. So, you see, we can’t 

just wag our fingers at the world in righteous indignation for identity is just as much of obsession in here 

as it is out there. Why do we exist, who are we, what are we about? These are no longer questions asked 

by the young and lost and confused, but are now being asked by church leaders and members, alike. What 

has changed, then, is not sinful society, for it has always been sinful, but our interaction with the Word of 

God. In fact, most of the disagreements among Christians today are related to the way in which they 

interpret the Word of God. Is it a static text or a fluid document? Is it culturally relevant or historically 

conditioned? Does it have one literal sense or is there more than one meaning to any given chapter or 

verse? How you answer these types of questions, unfortunately, will divide you from your fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ. Whole denominations are formed along these lines. So, the question for us this 

morning is how do we understand the Word of God?  

To answer this question, we can do no better than to turn our attention to our Epistle text. In this 

short section from the book of Hebrews, we get a description of the Word of God. But this brief description 



is not at all what we would expect. For the way the author describes the Word of God is very personable. 

We would never refer to any book as a living, acting, seeing, doing organism. Perhaps we would say a 

particular book is inspirational or influential, but never alive. So right from the start, we perceive we are 

dealing with something unique in the history of literature. We discover the Word of God is not a dead text 

comprised of nouns and verbs, subjects and predicates, but is living and powerful, able to discern the 

thoughts and intents of the heart. What kind of book can do that? What, pray tell, is the author driving at 

with this rather cryptic description? Is he simply speaking in anthropocentric terms, applying human 

attributes and qualities to a non-sentient object? Perhaps we might be tempted to think so until we read 

the last verse of the section. For here the author leaves no room for doubt as to the true nature of the Word 

of God. The Word of God is not a book after all, but an enfleshed person. The Word of God is a He with 

a capital ‘H’. The Word of God is Christ.  

This has profound implications for our commitment to the Word of God. The Word of God is not 

some great piece of world literature written over a 1,500-year time period by 39 different human authors, 

who wrote a total of 66 books containing 1,189 chapters and 31,102 verses. No, the Word of God is 

indivisible, inerrant, and eternal. The Word of God is the second person of the Trinity. In the fullness of 

time, this Word of God took on flesh and dwelt amongst us. The Word of God lived, and died and rose 

again for our salvation. We are not a “People of the Book” as we are accused of being by other religions. 

We are a people of Christ. He alone has the words of eternal life. He alone is the way, the truth and the 

life. The Bible gives witness to Christ. My preaching gives witness to Christ. The Sacraments of Baptism 

and the Lord’s Supper give witness to Christ. But all of these are just that—witnesses; they are signs, 

which point us onwards to the true revelation of Christ’s reality. They are derivative, and have no meaning 

apart from Christ. The Bible would be nothing more than an historical collection of writings if not for 

Christ’s subjective indwelling. The Sacraments would be nothing more than earthly elements if Christ did 



not join Himself to them. My preaching would be vain and empty if not for Christ self-actualizing Himself 

through my speech. For through these chosen instruments, the true Word of God confronts us personally, 

actually, really.  

Every word recorded for us in the Old and New Testaments serves only one purpose: to move 

those who hear them towards a saving faith in Christ our Lord. We echo Martin Luther when we confess: 

“All of Scripture is pure Christ”.  This is also why as Lutherans we are Christocentric not Bibliocentric. 

We cherish the Bible not for its own sake, but for the unique testimony it provides as to how the Word of 

God dwells amongst us.  For the eternal Word of God is a personal Word of God; He enters our time. He 

encroaches upon our space. He insinuates Himself into our lives. And His presence is performative and 

transformative. His presence is a sword piercing our very souls, slaying our very spirits, killing our very 

natures, and with our dying breath we cry out: “I no longer live but Christ lives in me”. This is the power 

of the Word of God to kill and make alive. And the life we now have we live in Him, now and forevermore. 

Amen.     

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H Mills    


