
Today is All Saints’ Day, a day set aside to contemplate the true nature and purpose of the Church, and 

there is no better way to do that than to consider the words of our Creed. Each week we confess in the Creed that 

we believe in, “one holy Christian and apostolic Church”. Each one of these adjectives is important. First, we say 

that the Church is ONE. But how can we say that the Church is one? Look around, there are Catholics, Orthodox 

and Protestants. Just within the Protestant Church, you can belong to either a Methodist Church, a Baptist, a 

Pentecostal, a Presbyterian, a Lutheran, or any one of the many non-denominational churches. There are so many 

choices. Just how many? Hard to tell. Some studies estimate that there are over 43,000 Christian denominations 

across the world.  How is a Christian to know whether he or she belongs to the one true church of Christ? As 

Lutherans, we have an answer to this question. We never say that we are the only true church on earth. No, we 

are not that arrogant. What we do say is this that true Church on earth can be identified by certain outward 

characteristics. That is to say, there are certain identity markers that let Christians know where the true Church 

on earth is to be found. What are those identity markers? Simply put: the Word and the Sacraments. Where the 

Word of God is taught in its purity and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are administered 

according to God’s command there the true Christian Church can be found. This is in accordance with Christ’s 

command when He sent His disciples out to preach, teach and baptize. The Church as a whole does many things, 

runs many programs, assists many people, but what makes the Church the Church is her continual connection to 

God’s Word and Gifts. Therefore, it doesn’t necessarily matter what the Church sign out front says what matters 

most is what takes place within the sanctuary. Is God’s Word preached every Sunday? Is God’s Word taken 

seriously? Is the Word preached in all its power— never compromising the message or sidestepping the hard 

teachings of Christ? Is God’s gifts held in the highest honor and handled with the utmost reverence? Is Baptism 

understood to be a lifesaving regeneration and renewal whereby God washes the sinner clean and creates a new 

nature within the newly baptized? Is the Lord’s Supper celebrated often? Is it understood to be what God says it 

is—the true body and blood of Christ given and shed for the forgiveness, life and salvation of His people? If 

someone can answer yes to these questions then he or she can be assured God is present and active in the service. 

If the answer is no, well then that is something else entirely.  



Next, we call the church HOLY. Only God is holy. Therefore, only He has the right to grant the status of 

holiness to someone. We are not holy in and of ourselves and we can never make ourselves holy in God’s sight. 

Holiness is a gift of God. We are holy by our connection to God. God grants His holiness to those who call upon 

His Name.  Today we remember all the holy saints of God. We should not limit this title of saint only to the saints 

now in heaven. By our connection to God and by the redemption we have in Christ we too are saints right now. 

Even on this side of heaven we say with Luther that we are both saints and sinners. This means that we are saints 

because God is with us, but we remain sinners by our own nature and actions. We are both then—simultaneously 

saint and sinner, and we will remain so until Christ calls us home to heaven.  So there are saints in heaven and 

saints on earth. What’s the difference? If you look at your hymnal the distinction is made clear for us in the hymns 

we sing. The hymnal divides our hymns about the Church and her saints into two categories- The Church Militant 

and The Church Triumphant. Today most of our hymns are about the Church Triumphant that is the Church that 

exists for all eternity in God’s holy presence. Everyone who dies in Christ enters the Church Triumphant and 

joins the wedding feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no end. The Church Militant on the other hand 

is all about the here and now. Right now, we are part of the Church Militant and we must continue to fight the 

good fight of faith on earth. We look forward to being part of the Church Triumphant when we will join with all 

the saints who have departed in the faith and now rest from their labors.  

Finally, we call the Church CHRISTIAN and APOSTOLIC. This means that we trace our roots back to 

the teaching of Christ, to the original band of disciples, to the first Christian Church on earth. To be the Church 

of the apostles is to confess Christ at the center of all that we do as Peter, James, John and the whole company of 

the apostles once did. We share with them in the universal mission to reach the lost and in the one universal faith 

of Christ our Lord.  “There are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in our philosophy.” All Saints’ 

Day puts us in touch with these greater realities, these unseen wonders of God. We touch upon the mystery of 

how everything is connected. Everyone is connected to each other, and to the world, and ultimately to God. And 

for a brief moment, the barrier between the seen and the unseen is removed, and the matrix of existence is 

understood. But this is only a glimpse of the Absolute, only a foretaste of the Real. For now, we must press on 

and wait for the full revelation of God. Amen.   


