
Love & Endurance 

“But he who endures till the end shall be saved.” This is how Jesus completes his thought this morning. 

After instructing His disciples about all the various trials and tribulations that awaited them, He concludes his 

discourse by encouraging them to endure. Usually in speech, the first thing said and the last thing said is 

considered the most important. So, it stands to reason that Jesus wanted to leave His disciples dwelling on the 

very important concept of endurance. He wanted to give them something to think about in the days, weeks, 

months, and years to come. We can do no better as modern-day disciples of Christ than to think about this concept 

of endurance, as well.  In good me fashion, let’s start by exploring the word itself. What’s a good definition for 

endurance? For starters, the word endurance comes from the Latin durus “to make hard or harden”.  With the 

preposition, “en” attached to the front of the Latin root, endurance literally means to enter into hardship. 

Endurance, then, is a willful acceptance of something that is unpleasant or uncomfortable for the sake of some 

higher purpose.  This is in accordance with how we most typically use the word in common speech. I endure my 

diet for the sake of losing weight. I endure my workout for the sake of gaining muscle. I endure my classes for 

the sake of gaining a degree. I endure my job for the sake of a paycheck. We tolerate the discomfort in order to 

eventually enjoy a more worthwhile achievement or pleasure. Rarely, if ever, do we do something hard just for 

the sake of it being hard. That’s not the human way. The human way is the path of least resistance. If we can find 

a way around the suffering while still obtaining the same end result, we will choose that path. But if the hard path 

is the only path, we are forced to put our heads down and trudge forward. But somewhere along the way, we will 

question whether it is worth it or not to proceed. And in that moment, we will have to answer the question is the 

price too high for admission. 

This secular use of the word is not too far off the mark from its biblical counterpart. When Christ asks us 

to endure all the unpleasant things He describes in our text, we can’t help but ask why would we do such a thing. 

Why would we willingly subject ourselves to such pains? There has to be some overarching purpose that makes 

it all worth it. In order to endure, we best be able to answer the fundamental question: Why do we follow Christ 

in the first place? Any answer short of the pure love of God will eventually lead to you quitting the hard road of 

Christianity. And this love of God has to be of a specific kind. We can’t just love God for what He can do for us. 



This is all too often the way love of God is described. I love God because He…forgives me, saves me, blesses 

me, rewards me, does not punish me; or I love God because of how it makes me feel about myself—I love myself 

loving God. But this is not love, but a form of extortion. As if love were only love when it leveraged certain 

benefits. If you love God only because of the things He can do for you or out of fear of what He might do to you 

then this is not real love. The worst enemy of true love is love motivated by some vulgar personal advantage.  

Whether we are talking about earthly love or Divine love, love of any kind has to be of a purer nature than just 

what you can get out of it. True love is disinterested; it is love of the person as a person. True love of God is love 

of God as God. We love God for Himself, not for His gifts. Or to say it another way, we love God as an end and 

not as a means to an end. But to get to this point where we can love God purely for being God, we must clear 

away the debris piled up by our other sinful wants and desires, which cloud our judgement. To endure such painful 

hardships, we must be committed to the proposition that life with God far exceeds life without Him. Until we can 

say that then the hardships won’t be worth it. We will find an alternate route, an easier way to have a rewarding 

life. But if our hearts desire only God then come what may, the sacrifice will be worth it. Our minds will assent 

to whatever afflicts and distresses us- to suffering, misfortune, ill repute; we will assent to such hardships because 

we have experienced the other options and know firsthand that most things which regularly occur in ordinary life 

are empty and futile; that is every pleasure, every achievement, every experience, every person really, eventually 

gets boring to us. The essence of boredom is that we have no interest in what’s going on. But how could we? 

Nothing lasts. Nothing stays the same. Everything changes. God invites us to endure with Him so that He can 

show us something that truly endures. The hardships of life liberate us from this impatient longing for anything 

this world can give us. By faith, we come to love what God loves. We are interested in what interests Him. Faith 

restores us to the original unity with God. True happiness in this life is not a life free of suffering or problems, 

but a life devoted to God. The highest, most truthful kind of human life is one spent contemplating God. We cast 

aside all attachments to time and places to apprehend that which is always one and the same. In the quietness of 

our spirit uniting with His, we experience not a showy love for God, but simply God as love. And this love endures 

forever. Amen.    
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