
Threefold Birth of Christ: Maternal Birth  

Last week we looked at Christ’s eternal birth. We considered to the best of our ability the 

confession that Christ is the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds. Such a 

confession is not reasonable according to our everyday experience of things, so it will always remain a 

mystery as to just how Christ can be born eternally. Tonight, we consider an action of God that does make 

sense…. well, at least somewhat. There’s really nothing too complicated when it comes to understanding 

Christ’s maternal birth. We confess that Christ is born of a woman, born of Mary, according to the natural 

order of things; that is Christ was born in the exact same way all of us humans are born. The physical birth 

of Christ poses little trouble to our rational minds. What does pose a problem, though, is the whole God 

becoming man aspect of the story. Trying to wrap our minds around the fact that Christ did not lose His 

status as God by taking on the status of a human proves rather difficult when you get right down to it. 

After all, common sense teaches us that the “finite cannot comprehend the infinite”. One or the other has 

to yield. To have one seems to cancel out the other. This just makes good sense. For the moment you mix 

infinity with time, either time stops and becomes infinite or the infinite ceases and becomes time-bound. 

You can’t have infinite time and limited time dwelling together. And yet, that’s exactly what we say when 

we confess that the eternal God became a earthly man. Let it be said right from the start, then, that the 

belief in God’s birth is enough to drive a rational person insane. One can really go mad by pushing these 

thoughts too far. As I said last week, Christmas is really hard. And the whole point of this Advent series 

is to push you a little bit. I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t challenge you to think differently about 

yourselves and God. After all, the birth of Christ is central to everything we hold dear as Christians.  It 

shapes everything we do together. No birth of Christ, no salvation. So, it’s imperative we get it right. 

What do we know for certain? Well, if we look at Scripture, we know two things about Christ: He 

is both fully God and fully man. And we know these two truths by simply observing how Jesus acts here 



on earth. Fully God in the way He knows the future, performs miracles, and raises the dead; fully man in 

the way He experiences pain and loss, hunger and thirst, mental and physical fatigue. By simple 

observation, we can conclude Christ has two distinct natures—a divine nature and a human nature. He is 

like us in every possible way according to His human nature, but He is very unlike us according to His 

divine nature. What is not available to us by observation is just how these two natures work together. Here 

we must rely on the Epistles and other parts of Holy Scripture. What we learn from these other writings 

is that each nature has a specific role to play. The two natures of Christ are never blended together because 

if they were there would no longer be two natures but one nature comprised of human and divine elements. 

Christ would be some bizarre hybrid, more satyr than Savior. Equally wrong is the belief that Christ’s two 

natures are completely separated from each other, one having no effect on the other, like when two boards 

are glued together. In order to thread the needle, then, we must confess that Christ has two separate natures, 

that these two natures are equal, that these two natures work together in harmony, and that these two 

natures operate within the one person of Christ. Both natures retain their individual integrity, all the while 

existing in a mutually beneficial, symbiotic relationship.   

Now why does all this matter? Well, for starters, it is for us and our salvation. Christ had to be true 

man in every way in order to complete our redemption; He had to be able to live our life and die our death. 

Without His human nature, this would not have been possible. For it is impossible for God to suffer and 

die. Only humans die: “for the wages of sin is death”. Christ took on our human nature precisely to die 

this death with us and for us. His human nature allowed Him to experience every aspect of our humanity 

except of course the aspect of sin. Just because Christ is fully human does not mean He is sinful. This is 

the reason for the virgin birth. Christ is born according to the natural way of things, yes, but He bypasses 

the very unnatural inheritance of sin. He does this by being conceived by the Holy Spirit. There is no 

human procreation or human conception involved. Christ’s divine nature is equally important for our 



salvation. For perhaps it’s possible for one man to die for his own sins, but it is impossible for one man to 

die for the sins of the whole world. To sin is human, to forgive is divine. Christ’s divine nature secured 

our forgiveness. Christ’s divine nature made it possible for Him to triumph over death. This is the power 

of God to impart life to a dying world. 

Let me close this evening by bringing together my thoughts from last week with my thoughts from 

this week. So far, we have considered Christ’s Paternal birth and His maternal birth. If we were to place 

these two births side-by side, it would sound something like this: In eternity, Christ was born without a 

mother, and in time He was born without a father. Begotten of His Father before all worlds, born of His 

mother in this world. Next week, we will look at Christ’s third and final birth, His spiritual birth.  For this 

is the supreme of all mysteries: Christ is born for us so that we might be born in Him. Amen.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H. Mills       


