
Joseph: The Paragon of Fatherhood 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas everywhere you go…” The sights and sounds of the 

season capture our imagination, they fill us with nostalgia.  Once a year, the sacred merges with the secular 

as portraits of that very first Christmas are displayed in homes and businesses around the world—classic 

images of Bethlehem or the nativity scene. If we think about these images for a moment, what usually 

comes to our minds are portraits of Madonna and Child, Mother Mary holding her newborn Son.  These 

are the familiar images of Christmas. Less common are images of Joseph, Jesus’ father. Think about it, 

when is the last time you saw a picture of Joseph holding Jesus in his arms rather than just looking over 

Mary’s shoulder or hovering somewhere in the background as if he were a stranger and really didn’t 

belong? Images say a great deal about how we understand something. And what such images suggest is 

that we don’t think of Joseph as being as important to the Christmas narrative.  Perhaps it has something 

to do with role he played. It is easy to see how important Mary is to the story. After all, God chose her to 

be the mother of God. It goes without saying how important Christ is to the story, for He is our Savior. 

But what about Joseph? What role does he play in the story? This is a good question to ask ourselves. For 

as believers in providence, we believe God selected Joseph with the same level of care as He did Mary. 

God doesn’t make mistakes, and the man chosen to be the father of Jesus would need to be of the highest 

moral character. For to this man would be entrusted the highest responsibility: to watch over the very Son 

of God. No mealymouthed person would do. No weak-willed man would ever be able to withstand the 

scandal of a pregnant virgin. The man chosen to be the adopted father of God Himself would need to be 

strong in constitution, not given to jealousy, bold in character, and courageous in action. What’s more, 

since we see the dark cosmic forces at play in all of this, he would also need to be a man of remarkable 

faith to withstand the many attacks of the devil, whose sole mission was to run interference and separate 



Christ from His destiny with the cross. Joseph possessed all of these attributes. So, in honor of this great 

man, I dedicate this sermon to him.  

What do we know about Joseph? Not much, really. We are given only a few details about his life. 

We know Joseph was a direct descendant of King David. Like Mary, his betrothed, Joseph’s bloodline 

had been chosen by God to bring forth the Messiah. We know Joseph was a devout man, who kept the 

laws of Judaism. In fact, from the only story we have of Jesus’ childhood, we hear how Joseph led his 

family to Jerusalem to observe the Passover festival. He was a man of meager means; a carpenter by trade 

in the small town of Nazareth. Finally, Joseph is assumed to have been much older than Mary, and that he 

died before Jesus reached adulthood since we never hear of him after Christ starts his earthly ministry. 

But that’s about all we know. Joseph appears briefly on the scene of history, and then just as quickly 

passes from view.  

Yet, in the few biblical passages where Joseph is the main character, he is portrayed as an 

extraordinary man.  From these narratives, we learn that Joseph was a man of great patience and 

kindhearted. No matter how devastated he was to learn that his betrothed was pregnant with a child not 

his own, he refused to shame her publicly, as would have been his legal right to do.  Second, we learn that 

Joseph was a righteous man. Just like Mary, Joseph willingly believed the angel’s report and accepted his 

fate without a word of protest. Remarkable, really, seeing how the life he had envisioned for himself and 

his family was forever lost to him in a single moment. But he adapted to his new circumstances. He never 

once complained or lamented the loss of his own personal ambitions and dreams. He accepted his fate 

with stoic reserve. Amor Fati, love your fate. And Joseph did. He accepted it all as from the hand of God. 

We have the advantage of knowing the full story; how God would work it all out for his good. But Joseph 

did not have such future insight. He knew the promise, but not the reality. As such, he would have had to 

trust God implicitly to lead him during a time of great disorientation.  



If we were to summarize, we might say Joseph’s role was that of a Guardian. In Biblical times, 

women and children were afforded no individual rights or privileges. Without Joseph, Mary would have 

been susceptible to the abuses of a male-dominated society. At best, she would have been kept a secret, 

quietly shuffled off to live with relatives in some nearby village. At worst, she would have been the object 

of public ridicule and perhaps even execution. Joseph protected her from this unsavory fate. He quite 

literally provided the earthly means to ensure the end of our salvation. And to that end, he guarded the 

deposit of our salvation. Joseph guarded Jesus against the jealous rage of Herod. Joseph guarded Jesus as 

He led his family into Egypt to escape Herod’s execution decree. Joseph guarded Jesus all the days of his 

early years as Jesus dwelt securely under the tent of his protection. Joseph guarded Jesus until that 

appointed time when Christ assumed the mantle of His ministry. For all this, Joseph is to be admired as 

an example of real manhood and fatherhood. History barely remembers him, but such is the nature of 

history. It rarely remembers the truly great and remarkable—the faithful wife, the loyal employee, the 

loving father, the kind-hearted friend, are all but forgotten. History forgets the likes of Joseph, but we will 

never forget. And for his thankless role we say thank you— “Well done good and faithful servant.” Amen.       

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H. Mills  


