
HIDDEN TREASURE  

 

Matthew 13: 34-35, 44-46 

All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to 

them, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: “I will open My mouth in 

parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world…Again [Jesus spoke] the kingdom 

of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful 

pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

 

Last week I introduced the parables of Christ by saying that Jesus told these unique stories not to 

make truth easier to understand, but to protect God’s truth from abuse. We hear this same thought in a 

slightly different way in our reading tonight when Jesus quotes the prophet saying, “I will open My mouth 

in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.” When it comes to interpreting 

the parables, we need to be sensitive to Christ’s own objective to hide the truth in order to protect the truth. 

To that end, we need to set aside what we think we know, our own preconceptions and assumptions, and 

let the parables speak for themselves. More than that, we need to harmonize the parables within the broader 

perspective of Christ’s teachings. Case in point is the parable we have before us tonight. I want to focus 

specifically on the parable of the hidden treasure, but the same conclusion applies to both of them. To 

make my point, I begin with how this parable is most commonly understood by quoting a popular 

commentary.  The quote reads as follows, “The man [in the parable] sold everything he had to buy the 

field.  In the same way, when we seek God, we realize that there’s no earthly riches that are worth our 

place in His kingdom. When we find our place with God, we gladly sacrifice anything we have, even life, 

to secure our place with Him for eternity. God’s Kingdom is a hidden treasure. When we seek and follow 

Him, He reveals Himself to us and the wonder of eternal life exceeds any earthly value and is worth 

everything we have. Eternal life requires believers to give up our own wishes and desires, but the benefits 

outweigh anything we can imagine.” This same conclusion is reached by many other authors, as well. The 

takeaway from the parable, then, is moral in nature; that is, it is a lesson on right priorities. God is of 



infinite value, a priceless treasure, and we strive to obtain this treasure by any means necessary. The 

problem with this common interpretation, though, is it doesn’t square with the rest of Christ’s teachings 

on grace and Divine election. No matter how much we would like to believe otherwise, we are not the 

primary actors in the drama of our salvation…Christ is. Instead, we are always the beneficiaries of Christ’s 

action. God is the Giver, and we are the ones who receive grace upon grace. Therefore, to make ourselves 

the Seeker in the parable, the one who sells everything and makes the ultimate sacrifice to obtain the 

treasure, is to overestimate our human ability and to underestimate our human culpability. If we are serious 

about God’s Word then we must take seriously God’s claim that we are dead in our trespasses and sins, 

and are therefore incapable of making any meaningful contribution to our redemption. When it comes to 

God’s election, it’s either all God or it’s nothing at all. 

Of course, parting company with the common interpretation begs the question of how should we 

understand the parable? Simply substitute Christ where we are inclined to see ourselves, and the parable 

unfolds like a flower. The Man of Action in the parable is Christ Himself. You and I, as well as all of 

humanity, are the hidden treasure. The world is the field, and the owner of the field is the Devil. See how 

that works? Once Christ is restored as the Man of Action, the parable not only makes sense internally, it 

also harmonizes with the rest of Christ’s revelation. And so, the interpretation goes as follows. This world 

belongs to the Devil. He is the prince of this world. As such, this is his domain (Luke 4:6). Because of our 

fall into sin, we are now part of his kingdom. We are his property.  As part of his landscape, we are mired 

by our own existence, sinking in the mud of our own making. We are covered by the dirt of sin, buried 

under our own anxieties, worries, stresses, and distractions. But beneath the filth, we still bear the image 

of God. Our great value is unknown to us, but not to God. Christ seeks us, finds us, and claims us as His 

own. But, of course, we no longer belong to God, and so He must pay a high price for our redemption. He 

must “buy us back” (the meaning of redemption) from the tyranny of the landowner. Christ sells all that 



He has. He empties Himself for our sakes (Philippians 2:7). He leaves His own heavenly realm, and 

trespasses upon foreign soil. He pays the ultimate price—His own lifeblood. In doing so, He secures our 

redemption.         

With this in mind, we should answer one final question. Using the prophet’s thought, what in this 

parable has Christ kept secret from the foundation of the world? For starters, consider how it is wrong 

according to our moral sentiments for a person to find a treasure and then buy the field without disclosing 

the valuable discovery. This is the secret Christ now reveals: the radical nature of God and the scandalous 

way He strikes a bargain. It is the scandal of the incarnation itself, God becoming man. There is the scandal 

of an out-of-wedlock pregnancy, the scandal of His breaking Jewish laws and customs, the scandal of tax 

collectors and prostitutes being called into His service. The scandal of being an accused criminal, of being 

an executed criminal, even the scandal of death itself. Christ’s ministry is one long litany of scandal. When 

it comes to our salvation, Christ ignores decorum. He doesn’t play fair. He hides us in the field and 

intentionally withholds information about what He has found. Christ also cheats. He cheats His own death 

by resurrection, and allows us to cheat our deaths, as well. For the agreed upon price was supposed to be 

His life for ours. It was supposed to mean His ruination, His end. But God is God, and so His life is 

infinite. He cheats because death could not hold Him, the grave could not contain Him, and the life He 

laid down, He picked up again, and now lives and reigns to all eternity. The scandal of God became the 

salvation of Man. For the likes of us, God became us. This is the price, and Christ paid it. Amen.    

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H. Mills  

 

     


