
How many times have you heard the phrase, “keep your opinions to yourself”? Some of you probably 

more than others:) On the whole, this is good advice. We should be selective about how often we express our 

opinions. Afterall, no one really wants to be around someone who has an opinion about everything, especially if 

those opinions are negative or critical; no one really wants to hang around with a “know it all”, who thinks he’s 

an expert on everything under the sun. The person who always speaks his mind, who insinuates himself into every 

conversation, really does render his opinion null and void, even if some of his opinions are valid.  Everyone in 

this life has to learn how best to express him/herself, and which topics are worthy of voice and attention. Not 

every hill is a hill we should die on, and truth be told, life just isn’t that serious.  Although it is a good rule of 

thumb to keep our opinions to ourselves most of the time, there are times when we should speak up, we must 

speak up.  The book of Ecclesiastes tells us as much when Solomon advised, “There is a time to keep silence, and 

a time to speak”. The culture we live in would have us believe that our Christian beliefs should be private and 

play no part in public life; that is our faith is nothing more than a hobbyhorse, a pastime, a Sunday only activity.  

Sadly, we are too quick to bow to this cultural assumption. More often than not we remain silent out of fear of 

being labelled as, “one of those people”. But we can’t live our lives based on such fears, we can’t let what others 

think dictate every decision we make, and we shouldn’t keep silent on issues that really do matter just to avoid 

embarrassment or ridicule or cultural isolation. We must discern what is truly important, and then fight for those 

convictions. And give not one inch of ground on the beliefs. Only in this way can we look ourselves in the mirror 

and be proud of the person staring back. What we believe matters. We have to stand for something or we will fall 

for anything.  

As Christians, we know what’s important in this life. We don’t struggle with our identities; we know who 

we are in Christ. We don’t have to look for meaning and purpose in this life, we know the reason for our existence.  

Standing firm on the solid foundation of Christ, we know what issues are worthy of our consideration and our 

voice. This is the meaning behind Ezekiel’s words to us this morning. Ezekiel was instructed by the Lord to be 

the watchman for the house of Israel. His job was to warn the people of impending doom and judgement. He was 

to stand upon the watchtower and sound the alarm, to warn the wicked people that death and destruction were 

fast approaching for those who did not turn from their wickedness and find refuge in God. What’s important to 



notice is that if Ezekiel did this, if he carried out his assigned task—whether the people listened to him or not—

he would deliver his own soul. But if he didn’t do it, if he remained silent, then the blood of the wicked would be 

on his hands. This was more an exercise in faith and trust for Ezekiel than it was about results among the hearers 

of his message. God had already told Ezekiel that his message would not be well received by the people.  

God knew the hardness of the people’s hearts. Ezekiel was called to be faithful not successful. To God alone 

belongs the praise for every conversion, every change of heart, every sinner who repents. Ezekiel was to bring 

the message, nothing more.  He was to proclaim the message that God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked 

but that the wicked should turn from their ways and live.  St. Paul, in his epistle to Timothy, says the same thing 

in the affirmative: “God desires all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of truth”.  This is the God we 

have. Our God is a God of salvation, who desires all people to know Him, to trust Him, to love Him.   

The message of repentance and forgiveness has always been God’s enduring message to His people. The 

Word of the Lord endures forever. It is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow—passed down through Abraham 

and Jacob, through Moses and David and Ezekiel, through St. Peter and Paul, echoing through every generation 

until this present time. This message has been preserved despite countless efforts to stomp it out, to take it away 

or to silence it. It has persevered for the simple fact that God wills it be so, and it will continue to persevere with 

or without us. Because in every age, there is always a remnant who stand upon the watchtower and proclaim to 

the world the Lord’s salvation.  Prophets, apostles, martyrs, brave and faithful Christians from every tribe, race, 

and tongue have given us worthy examples to emulate and follow. They have taught us what is worthy of our 

time, our attention and our voice. Now it belongs to us to carry this message forth. We are now called by God to 

take our places on the watchtower. God’s Word fairs no better today than it did in Ezekiel’s time and we are 

promised no more success than Ezekiel experienced.  But the heavens rejoice over one sinner who repents. That’s 

how God measures success. We don’t have to win; we just have to fight the good fight of faith. Dear brothers and 

sisters in Christ, there’s a time to be quiet, but there’s also a time to speak. And when we find ourselves in such 

moments where speech is necessary, I pray God would grant us not only the courage to speak, but the wisdom to 

know what to say. Amen. 


