
Easter Sermon 2022 

When it comes to recording the events of the resurrection, all four gospel writers have something 

to say about the story. All four Gospels record for us a different angle by which to gain a full picture as to 

what exactly happened on that first Easter morning. For example, only St. Matthew records for us the 

large earthquake that shook the earth and frightened the guards. Matthew is also the only writer to tell us 

that it was an angel who rolled the stone away. The other Gospels simply report that when the women 

arrived at the tomb the stone had already been removed. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, there 

is mention of women in the plural, but the Gospel of John tells us that it was only one woman who went 

to the tomb- Mary Magdalene. The Gospels also don’t seem to agree on why the women, or singular 

woman, went to the tomb before daybreak. In the book of Matthew, they go “to look” at the tomb. In Mark 

and Luke, they go to bring spices to anoint the corpse of Jesus. In the Gospel of John, no reason is given 

at all for Mary Magdalene’s visit. And what do they see when they reach the grave? One angel, as 

according to Matthew and Mark, or two angels, as according to Luke and John?   My point in telling you 

these things isn't to pick apart the different accounts or cause you to doubt their veracity. My aim is to 

stimulate you to see what's actually there. Most of these differences are minor and inconsequential to the 

main story. Yet, I think they serve an important point. Rather than take away from the story these 

differences between the accounts lend further validation to the authenticity of Christ’s resurrection. 

Whenever you have eyewitnesses testifying to anything they have collectively seen, there’s bound to be 

minor points of disagreement. Truth is rarely neat and tidy and rarely does everyone agree on every detail. 

In fact, if all the eyewitnesses did agree it would suggest collusion and conspiracy not truth. There are 

minor differences between the accounts, but concerning the meat of the story there is perfect agreement. 

The facts are these: Jesus died, Jesus was buried in a tomb, the disciples were confused about His death, 



the tomb was found empty, but this did not inspire faith in Christ’s followers, but rather created more 

confusion as to what had happened to Christ’s body and then Christ appeared to them to calm their fears.  

These are the essential points, and all four gospels record them for us. The confusion and doubt of 

the disciples, the fear of the women all lead to one conclusion: the resurrection is indeed a profound 

mystery beyond human understanding. How could it be otherwise? The dead don’t rise from the dead, but 

if they did, we would expect the emotional responses to such an event to be disbelief, confusion, marvel 

and terror. And we see all of these human emotions this morning. The guards trembled, the women were 

scared, the disciples doubted, Mary Magdalene wept. You have to appreciate how God’s Word presents 

to us these very raw human emotions. If the story were made up, if it had been concocted to gain popularity 

or to start some political movement, do you really think the disciples would have made themselves look 

so incorrigible, so gullible, so ignorant as to what was going on? What’s even more shocking, do you 

really think the main eyewitnesses to the resurrection would have been women? I know that sounds 

chauvinistic, but in biblical times, women had no authority in the public square. They could not speak 

publically at assemblies or serve as witnesses in a court of law. They were accorded the same level of 

authority as slaves and children. The Bible disproves this myth about women. It elevates them and makes 

women central to the proclamation of Christ’s resurrection. It was to devoted and faithful women that the 

angels first appeared and announced the good news. 

All of this to say that human frailty inhibits us from truly understanding this story. We will never 

get our minds around the resurrection, at least not in a rational way. And maybe that’s the point. The 

general mayhem of the story brings us to see a very important point often overlooked. It wasn’t the empty 

grave that created faith in Christ’s followers, but rather it created more questions, more confusion. It was 

Christ’s holy Word, which the disciples and the witnesses remembered at the angels’ prompting that led 

to belief in the resurrection. This is a reminder to us all that faith comes by hearing, not by seeing. By His 



Word, Christ promised that He would die and rise again for man’s salvation and on this day, we gather to 

celebrate how Christ was true to His word.  This morning Christ overcomes our fears and anxieties, our 

disbelief and skepticism by speaking His Word of truth to us. In hearing we believe that Christ 

accomplished our salvation. In hearing, we believe that the empty tomb was for our forgiveness. In 

hearing, we believe that Christ broke through the bonds of death to resurrection life to free the world from 

sin and death. In hearing, we believe that just as Christ was raised from the dead we too will be raised to 

new life. So, whether a person understands these things or not, believes them or not, it does not change 

the certainty of Christ’s accomplishment that on one glorious Sunday morning a gravestone was rolled 

back, a tomb was empty, and angels proclaimed, “He is not here; He’s risen…. He’s Risen Indeed, 

Alleluia!” Amen.   

In Christ,  
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