
EXTREMOPHILES  

 

Text for Meditation: John 8:56-58 

[Jesus said:] “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and was glad.” So, 

the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus said to 

them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 

 

In the darkest corners of our universe, in the lowest depths of caves, submerged in the hottest 

geothermal vents, even intermingled with the stellar dust of space, life can be found. What was once 

thought impossible has now been proven a reality. In the very environments where it was once assumed 

life could never exist, scientists are discovering a vast system of microscopic life forms. Here, life not 

only survives, but flourishes under conditions of extreme heat or cold or darkness.  These recently 

discovered organisms are called extremophiles, and, as their name suggests, they live at the extremes. 

These small living organisms are causing scientists to reconsider the very origin and nature of life itself 

because these organisms defy possibility, living without sunlight or oxygen or even necessary nutrients.  

These microbes not only baffle, they invite new thought on the definition of life itself. What does it mean 

to be alive? Described in terms of strict materialism, biological processes such as sunlight and food and 

oxygen are necessary. But even on this very planet there can be found forms of life antagonistic to such 

biological necessities.  

How do we explain the seeming impossibility of these extremophiles? In one sense, science is just 

now catching up to what God’s people have known all along, that there is a difference between life-in-

itself and the living of life. That is to say, life is not only found in the living, but somehow exists separately; 

it is derived from some outside source, which defies human explanation. So, to say that you are alive is to 

touch upon one of the greatest mysteries. For we are more than the sum of our biological parts, aren’t we? 

There is something more to being alive than just the biological functions of the body working in tandem; 

we are more than our hearts beating, our lungs breathing, and our major organ systems working in 

mechanical rhythm. We are beings who think life. And when we think life, we discover that it is both ours 



and not ours; life belongs to us and yet it is somehow separated from us. God reveals Himself precisely in 

this paradoxical divide.  For life cannot be understood apart from God. The question of how life can be 

both ours and not ours finds its clearest answer in the God who is Life itself. He is, simply put, the Life of 

the world. And every living thing—from the simplest to the most complex—takes its life from God alone. 

He is the Absolute Source from which flows life abundantly.  

It is nothing short of a miracle how the God of Life puts His life on loan to every living organism. 

But what’s even more amazing is how this Absolute Source of Life becomes life’s subject; how the Author 

of Life joins the living. To help us even begin to understand how this is possible, God reveals to us His 

personal Name: “Yahweh”— I Am who I Am. In this revealed Name there is a synthesis of two apparently 

contradictory elements of personality and universality— “I” and “being”. So sacred was this name in the 

Old Testament that it could only be pronounced aloud in certain places and by certain people. It was 

reserved for the sanctuary and for the sanctified priests. Because the rest of God’s people couldn’t 

pronounce this sacred name, another name had to be spoken in its place. Instead of saying the Divine 

Name, Yahweh, God’s people said ‘Adonai’. But this morning, we hear Jesus call Himself: I AM. We 

must hear this as scandalous for Jesus deliberately violates sacred tradition by pronouncing the Divine 

Name in public. But more than just pronouncing the Name, Christ identifies Himself with it. By saying 

He is I AM, Jesus is saying in no uncertain terms that He is God in the flesh. Perhaps a little background 

on the Divine Name will help you. Yahweh was the personal name revealed to Moses at the burning bush. 

Before that time, people referred to God only by the attributes of His actions. For example, God had many 

names in the Old Testament: El Deah (God knows), El Roi (God sees), El Shaddai (God provides), Elohim 

(God creates). But, if you notice, each one of these Divine names simply refers to a particular action of 

God—knowing, seeing, providing, creating. None of them, though, captures who God is according to His 

innermost being. Only the name Yahweh describes God in a personal way. The Divine Name Yahweh 



does not describe a particular action, but rather summarizes existence itself. When God calls Himself I 

AM, He is saying that “He is, and was, ever shall be….the same yesterday, today, tomorrow, forever”. 

God never changes. He is permanent and stable. God just…IS. As such, God’s existence is the ground of 

our existence. Because God exists, we exist. God exists necessarily, we exist contingently. We come into 

existence and pass out of existence, but God does not. This is why Jesus says that before Abraham was I 

AM.  Abraham, being timebound, lived and died. God being eternal is simply life itself. Since all life exists 

in God, every living thing proclaims its Maker just by being alive. This is why no one can hate God, not 

really anyways, because God doesn’t just bestow life from a distance, He IS life itself. No one, then, has 

life apart from Him. The life of a Christian is no different than the life of an atheist. We all live, and move, 

and have our being in God (Acts 17:28). But what is different is that as Christians we recognize our life 

as coming from God, and we are moved by faith to confess God as the Lord and Giver of Life. Every 

living thing has a share in the Divine Life of God, but only the believer confesses God by His personal 

Name, Yahweh; only the believer returns to give thanks to God for His many blessings; and only the 

believer pauses to worship God as existence itself revealed to us through Christ, our great I AM. Amen.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Jeremy H. Mills  


