
THE GREAT BANQUET 

 

Luke 14:15-24 

Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to 

Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then He said to him, “A certain 

man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who 

were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you 

to have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test 

them. I ask you to have me excused.’  Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I 

cannot come.’  So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of 

the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’  And the servant said, 

‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’  Then the master said to the servant, 

‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 

filled.  For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’” 

 

We continue our Lenten Series on The Parables of Christ this evening by examining the 

Parable of the Great Banquet. Before we get into the details of the story, let me just say that if I 

had to summarize this parable in a word it would be ‘appetite’. Afterall, the story itself deals with 

a Banquet, with a Supper. But of course, there is a deeper meaning to be had, and the concept of 

appetite captures that deeper essence. I propose, then, that we think about the two different kinds 

of appetite we experience: physical appetite and spiritual appetite. For there is a difference between 

the appetites of the body and the appetites of the soul. The appetites of the body, when we do not 

satisfy them, awaken in us a greater desire for them; they consume us, almost torture us as we plot 

and scheme to satisfy our desires. But the ironic thing is that when we do satisfy our bodily 

appetites, we usually experience a feeling of indifference bordering on aversion. But this is not the 

case with our spiritual appetites. For when we do not fulfill our spiritual appetites, we really 

couldn’t care less. We are indifferent to them as if we could leave our spiritual appetites unsatisfied 

and still be perfectly fine as human beings. There’s not that same sense of urgency and desperation 

we feel with our physical appetites. But the strangest thing happens when we do satisfy our 



spiritual appetites. There awakens in us not an indifference or boredom towards our hunger, but 

an increased desire; the more we partake the hungrier we become. In the case of physical appetite, 

the reality brings disappointment; in the case of spiritual appetite the reality delights us more and 

more. Physical appetite leads to fullness, and fullness to disgust; spiritual appetite begets a fullness 

that is never full, for the more we savor the more we want. Fulfilling the spiritual appetites only 

opens us up to an even greater appetite of which only God Himself can fulfill. And that’s the point. 

This is why the Scripture says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” It is written as an imperative, 

a command, which compels us, but the command is full of love. For in the very tasting of God’s 

goodness upon the palate of our hearts, we crave more and more. Spiritual appetites are insatiable, 

but this insatiability is a good thing, a great thing actually, for God is an inexhaustible source from 

which our souls can draw upon and the well never runs dry. We can return as many times as we 

like. In fact, the more we draw near to Him, the more He draws near to us. 

Let’s turn now to the details of the story. By now it should be obvious that the Parable has 

very little to do with an actual banquet. This Banquet is the Heavenly Banquet, this is the Feast of 

Salvation. The Founder of the Feast is none other than God the Father, and the appointed hour of 

the Supper is the last hour, the end of the world. Suppertime is now, the hour is at hand, for we 

live in the end times, the inaugurated moment of God’s approaching Kingdom. In the fullness of 

time, God sends His Son into the world. Christ is the Servant of the Parable, the One whom God 

elects to extend the universal invitation; He is the very Voice of God, who calls all people to the 

Banquet. The Table has been set, the food prepared, and the drink procured; the invitations have 

been sent and the Servant stands ready and willing to usher in the honored guests. But one after 

another, the guests make their excuses. One says he must work his land, another must train his 

animals, and yet another must attend to his homelife. Every excuse offered is rooted in physical 



appetite; the needs and wants of the body are many and there is no shortage of reasons available 

for why a person does not have time to attend to spiritual matters. Afterall, there’s work to be done, 

pleasures to seek, empires to expand, profits to be made. Time is of the essence for you have to 

make hay while the sun is shining. So, the Master extends a new invitation, which includes an even 

wider pool of guests. This new guestlist includes the untouchables: the poor, the disabled, the lame, 

the blind. The ones the world has forgotten, or at least has chosen not to dwell upon. For it is not 

good to be reminded of what life can take away when you are busy trying to possess what life can 

offer. But even with the addition of these new guests there’s still room for more. Christ goes forth 

and finds even more hiding in the back alleys of life. For with the Lord there is plentiful redemption 

and blessed are the meek, the poor, the downtrodden, the forgotten, for they shall be filled with 

good things.  

I end with a caveat. We must be careful here not to confuse the literal reading with its 

spiritual significance. We must keep in mind the two types of appetite I mentioned at the beginning. 

God is not simply frowning upon the rich and powerful, and smiling upon the weak and poor. Rich 

or poor, great or small, no person is able to completely leave behind the world. We all must live 

in the world, but that doesn’t mean we have to be of the world. Life is more than just our physical 

appetites, and we are more than just creatures of desire.  We should never let the love of any single 

thing entangle us in the world. We should cling to nothing in this life. Instead, we should use 

outward things justly, so that inwardly we may pursue the things that are eternal. And the more we 

pursue these eternal things, the more our spiritual sense is awakened. And the more we hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, the more we are filled. For such is the Kingdom of God. Amen.     

 

                        


