
Pentecost Sunday 2022 

It has been said that Americans worship their work, work at their play, and play at their worship.  

I think that’s a fair observation about our American culture and life.  Americans really do worship their 

work. Think about how often people make a god of their work, seeking their identity in the jobs they do. 

Of course, even a false god requires great sacrifice, so those who worship their work will sacrifice close 

to anything to sustain their idol. Home, spouse, children all get sacrificed on the altar of work and career 

advancements. Americans also work at their play. Consider the time, the energy, and the money we 

spend in pursuit of recreation.  How often does sports and recreation replace the church? And finally, 

Americans play at their worship. When it comes to worship, churches routinely sacrifice substance for 

silliness, edification for entertainment. Many avoid the language of repentance and sin, confession and 

the cross, altogether in an effort to stay relevant and not offend anyone. Have we forgotten how many 

stopped following Christ during His earthly ministry simply because His teachings were just too hard, 

too narrowminded? Should we expect anything less in our day and age? Our priorities are all mixed up 

and we see the effects of this everywhere we turn. Down is now up, right is wrong and wrong is right. 

And the Church is failing to provide meaningful direction. It’s as if we too have lost our way. You know 

you’re in trouble when even the Church is unsure of herself, when she too is confused about her identity. 

The Church’s message now sounds like all the others, which compete for our time and attention. On this 

great day of Pentecost as we ponder anew the beginning of the Church, and the movement that became 

known as Christianity, we do well to remember a few things about what happened on that sacred day. 

First, the descent of the Holy Spirit marks the beginning of the fulfillment of Christ’s words.  

Christ gave the apostles a divine task: “Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing and 

teaching them to obey all that I have commanded”.  On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit brought to 

fruition Christ’s words as the apostles were given power to speak in the various dialects of the 



surrounding nations.  The greatest obstacle of the great commission was the barrier of language. This 

barrier was overcome with the tongues of fire and the ability for each person to hear the Gospel in 

his/her own language.   

Second, the crowds’ response is much like the response of the world today when we speak the 

message of Christ.  The apostles were accused of everything from ignorance to inebriation.  The 

message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing; it will always be a stumbling block.  

Those who bear the message of the cross are accused of being drunk with stupidity. We must accept 

these nasty epithets and not be distracted by them.   

Third, Peter’s sermon and his unwillingness to buckle under the pressures of the crowd should 

serve as a model for us today. It should give us confidence and strength.  For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  Peter preached the Word clearly and 

without apology.  He did not back down nor did he tailor the message of Christ to fit the world’s view of 

itself.  He trusted the Word of God to do what it promised: never to come back void, but accomplish the 

purpose for which it was sent.  If we adjust our sermons and church services so that they no longer speak 

clearly about God, Christ and salvation, are we still the Church of Jesus Christ established through the 

Holy Spirit? Are we still Christian? As I said last week, Christianity is not a religion to tell me how to 

get along in this world. Plenty of worldly ideologies do that. Christianity proclaims the essence of God: 

the very God who created the heavens and earth, the very God who sent His Son as the sacrificial 

atonement for sins, the very God who reveals Himself to me through the Holy Spirit.  It tells me about a 

world that is beyond anything I can experience in the ordinary course of things. Christianity is a reality 

in my life, when all other realities are being destroyed. Everything and everyone else are but passing 

shadows. I may come to church and find out that I am sinner. But the real purpose is for me to find out 



who the true God is, not so that I can have a better life, but so that my life might have meaning and 

purpose. 

 And finally, Pentecost reveals the work of the Holy Spirit. We confess that the Holy Spirit is the 

third person of the Trinity, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit has one divine 

task in this world. He proceeds, He comes forth, He draws near to bring Christ to the world.  The Holy 

Spirit’s one job is to connect us to Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith. The Holy Spirit 

does not work at random. He connects us to where Christ is to be found. He connects us to the Church, 

to the Word of God, to the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. It is no wonder then that after 

Peter had preached Christ more than 3,000 were baptized.  Faith comes by hearing the message of the 

cross; faith comes through the waters of Baptism where we are joined to Christ’s death on the cross; 

Faith comes through the Holy Spirit bringing the fruits of Christ’s cross to bear in our lives. This is what 

Pentecost is all about, this is what church is all about.  It is my prayer that what was said of the Church 

then might be said of the Church now. Amen.  


