
True Peace 

Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division (Luke 12:51). 

Christ tells us this morning that He did not come to bring peace, but division. Every time I hear that I have 

to pause. Christ says a lot of hard things, but for some reason this particular statement always strikes me as one 

of the hardest. I think it’s because His words seem to contradict what is said in so many other places about Him 

and by Him. For example, when we celebrate Christmas, do we not repeat the words of the angels concerning 

Christ’s birth, “Peace on earth and goodwill toward men”?  Or does Christ Himself not say, “peace I leave with 

you, My peace I give to you.” In fact, one of His many titles in the Old Testament is ‘Prince of Peace’. And yet, 

this morning He says something completely different. He says “I have not come to give peace on earth, but rather 

division”. Were the angels wrong?  Were the prophecies wrong? No wonder His disciples were always confused, 

I am confused. I rather like the thought of God being peaceful, but then I begin to think about the human definition 

of peace. And the kind of peace we humans strive for is not the same kind of peace God promises to us. When 

we think of peace, we are more often than not thinking along the lines of “keeping the peace”. And that’s 

something else entirely, isn’t it? “Keeping the peace” is really like saying, “live and let live” or “you do you” or 

maybe a little closer to our popular culture, “be kind”. ‘Keeping the peace’ is what we do when we remain silent 

in the face of something we know to be wrong. It’s looking the other way or biting our tongue in an effort not to 

make waves or rock the boat. We want to be liked. It’s just part of who we are. Wanting to be liked or accepted 

is not just something we struggled with in grade school; and it’s just as much of a concern for adults as it is for 

children. We want people to like us, and sometimes we allow that emotion to dictate our behaviors.   

We are equally guilty of this behavior, if not more so, in our own homes. What we wouldn’t give to keep 

the peace within our own family, right!? After all, no one really wants a tumultuous homelife. And yet, that’s 

exactly what Christ is calling for this morning. He is saying that if you choose to follow Me there will be 

consequences for your personal life. And we have all felt those consequences, whether in our homes with family 

members who are not Christians or in our public lives surrounded by an ever-increasing number of those who are 

antagonistic toward God. We all know how uncomfortable that feeling is or how sad it is to watch loved ones 

reject the faith. We also know that we don’t have to say much before the alarm is sounded. It’s like we wreak of 

God, they can smell us coming. We are written off, type-casted, and pigeon holed before we ever have a chance 



to share what is most important to us. This is the division Christ is talking about; our very presence creates division 

and animosity. And there’s nothing we can do about that, either. Nor should we really want to try to play God 

and change His blueprint. Too often we are ashamed of who we are. God has called us by His Gospel and has 

shown us a better way of life and for that we should be grateful.  

So, if ‘keeping the peace’ is not the answer what is the answer to true and lasting peace. First, this text is 

not meant to be used as a license for you to be overly-critical or hyper moralistic or perpetually judgmental of 

others. But there’s more to Christianity than just behavior modification. This morning’s text does not invite you 

to say whatever you want whenever you feel like it. Even Jesus Himself remained silent most of the time. 

Sometimes, we get it into our heads that to have faith means we must play the defense; that we must be preaching 

all the time. There is a time to speak, but there’s also a time to listen. Empathetic listening is not the same as 

blanket endorsement by the way. We can listen, we can love, without condoning individual behaviors and 

lifestyles. We must learn to meet our neighbors where they are at in this life. Because the message we are trying 

to communicate, whether to our own family members, friends or the like, is not “straighten up and do right and 

God will love you.” No, the message we want to communicate with our life and our words is the message of true 

peace, which is to say the message of Christ. For this world strives after peace all the time. And so do we. This is 

our common ground. So, the next step for us is to slowly, patiently, lovingly show how worldly peace is a sham.  

For the real bankruptcy in worldly thinking about peace is that it has far too much confidence in the possibility 

of achieving it. It has far too much confidence in the possibility of improving society through right education or 

science or reason or through appeals to love, justice, kindness and brotherhood. As noble as these things are, our 

unique Christian vantagepoint makes us sober-minded about such pursuits. These grand ideas fail, and despite 

our best efforts, they will go on failing till the end of time. The real solution is the Gospel, for it alone offers true 

peace and freedom through transcendence. This felicitous inconsistency, this impossible possibility, is the only 

peace we will ever know on this earth. So, the goal of life is not to make the earth more like heaven in some kind 

of plastic utopian way. But rather, to see our lives as bound up in the risen Christ. For where Christ is there is true 

peace. Amen.  


