Reformation Sunday 2023

You know how it is when you meet someone there are things that attract you to that person, but then over
time things change and you become attracted to different qualities that you somehow missed at the start of the
relationship? Well, this is not how I feel about the Lutheran Church. It has been over 20 years now since | became
a Lutheran. Much has changed since | was a teenager. The world is not the same place as it was back then. Yet,
despite the steady progress of time and the many changes in my own life, the very same reasons that once caused
me to join the Lutheran Church are the very same reasons why | am still a Lutheran today. All those years ago,
entering the Lutheran Church was like entering a strange new world. It was so very different from anything | had
experienced before. But in the strangeness that is Lutheranism, | found a home. So, on this day when we celebrate
the Lutheran difference, | would like to share with you what | love most about our Church.

| love the history of the Lutheran Church. | love how she traces her roots not just back to the 16™ century,
but all the way back to the 1% century—to the apostles and prophets, to the martyrs and to all those faithful men
and women who gave their lifeblood to ensure that God’s Church never perished from this earth. What set the
Reformation of the 16™ century in motion was not a spirit of innovation or novelty, but a heartfelt desire to remain
true to the original intent; to remain faithful to the Church that Christ Himself established when He sent His
disciples to gather the nations, to teach and preach and baptize. The events of the Reformation were not about
forward thinking, but rather backward gazing. Looking back to Christ and learning from Him how the Church
should be shaped and governed. Learning from Christ that message, which is to resound from every pulpit, every
Sunday, in every land: the message of grace and forgiveness, the message of the cross and salvation.

| love the story of the Lutheran Church. How through one obstinate monk, God brought His Church back
into alignment with His Word. I love how Martin Luther never backed down; how he embodied the courage only
God can give. Luther stood against tyranny and corruption; he stood against the perversities of corrupt religious
leaders, who tried to ruin his reputation and take his life. Luther embraced the life of suffering God had prepared
for him rather than the life of ease, which he could have secured for himself by his own intellectual gifts.

| love the continuity of the Lutheran Church. I love how if | were to take my son back in time to worship

with me as a young man in my home congregation, he would immediately recognize it as the way we worship



every Sunday here at Epiphany. And if we were to go back farther still, to a time before that, back to the age of
our grandparents and great-grandparents we would all experience the same phenomenon. Sure, the hymnal has
changed over time from red to blue to burgundy. Sure, the language used in worship has changed over time being
updated to accommodate more modern speech. But the structure of the service, the order of the liturgy, the content
of the hymnody—these things have not changed at all. | accept that | will change, you will change, the world
will change. But the Church, as the bride of Christ, never changes. She will always be filled with God’s eternal
presence and “the Word of the Lord endures forever.” And there is a stability in this; there is a confidence which
comes from confessing Christ, who is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow, forever.

| love the peace of the Lutheran Church. I love how when we come into this sacred space, we can be
ourselves. We don’t have to pretend to be something that we are not. The world causes us to wear all kinds of
masks to hide our true selves. But when we come into God’s presence, we can be honest with ourselves. That’s
because we don’t come in here in arrogance, boasting of how good we are or how much better we are than
everyone else. We don’t come in here in fear scared of God’s wrath and wondering if we have done enough to
save our souls. Nor do we come in here in anger upset by the way God demands of us what we could never do in
100 lifetimes. No, we come into God’s church in peace. We come in here as beggars ready to receive from God
His grace and mercy. We come in here as sinners to confess our sins and to receive God’s forgiveness. We come
in here as weary travelers seeking rest for our weary souls. And we find our repose in the God who raises us from
the dust to walk with Him all the days of our life.

I love all these things about the Lutheran Church. But I think what | love most is the future of the Lutheran
Church. Of course, it is good to know where we have been, but it is also important to know where we are going.
What kind of Church will we leave for our children? How will the next generation speak about the Lutheran
Church? The generations of tomorrow will have to answer for the decisions we make today. Dear brothers and
sisters in Christ, as we celebrate the events of the Reformation let us do so with a certain degree of introspection.
For this is our time, this is our church. It’s now on us to defend and protect this heritage, to preserve a legacy to
hand over to the next generation so that many years from now our children, and their children, will love the

Lutheran Church as we do. Amen.



